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FOREWORD TO STUDENTS 
 
 
Students, for you and your parents the progression from year 10 to 11 marks a significant stage in your 
education and life generally, a change that will have far reaching effects on your future. 
 
Year 10 year is a transition year to your near future and this is an exciting time in your life to consider 
and make plans for the final two years of your schooling. Your compulsory schooling phase comes to an 
end in this year and you will be faced with choosing a pathway that best suits your abilities and 
ambitions. In particular you will be guided through this important phase of your schooling by creating 
your unique Student Education and Training Plan. This plan is really a personal compass that plots your 
overall direction, the way that you see it and your parents/carer would hope for, at the conclusion of your 
schooling.  
 
Years 11 and 12  are the final two years of the Senior Phase of Learning. You will need to build on your 
transition year of year 10 and lay some firm foundations for your life and career beyond secondary 
school.  This includes being honestly committed to a high standard of work ethic, attendance at school 
and doing your best in achievement to ensure you give yourself every chance of achieving the path you 
have set on your personal compass. Shailer Park State High School offers you a wide range of 
pathways to prepare students beyond school eg: employment, university or further training, but 
ultimately it will be up to you to make your dreams a reality. 
 
The decisions you are faced with now - the choice of a selection of Subjects for Year 11 - will have 
considerable bearing on how you approach these critical years and how you will be able to cope with 
them. Subject choice at this level is obviously an important task that must be approached seriously and 
given a lot of thought.  Never has this been so important to make the right choices with implications for 
achieving a Queensland Certificate of Education being a goal that we believe all students should strive 
for. 
 
The purpose of this booklet is to assist you with this task. Many people have contributed considerable 
time and effort to produce the detailed information, explanations and advice contained within it. I urge 
you to read through all sections carefully, and to consider the options available so that you can make 
choices suited to your particular needs.  In addition, all current Year 10 students will be completing a 
Senior Education and Training Plan (SETP). 
 
Should you require any assistance in making your subject selections, there are many people available to 
provide additional help: Administration, Heads of Department, Guidance Officers and teachers are 
willing to assist where possible. 
 
I wish you well in making your decisions and then commencing Year 11 confident that your choice of 
subjects will make your final two years at secondary school challenging and rewarding. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHN MILNE 
Principal 
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QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
Information Summary for Parents / Carers  

 
 
 
 
NEW LAWS 
The Queensland Certificate of Education complements the government’s Learning or Earning laws 
which mean that unless entering full time work or an apprenticeship, everyone will be required to 
complete year 10 and a further two years of education and training, until 17 years of age. There are 
exceptions to this obligation and further information can be found below. 
 
 
OUR FOCUS 
All students are expected to be engaged in learning that is meaningful.  The measure of meaningful 
education in the Senior Phase of Learning is the qualification(s) awarded at the conclusion of your final 
two years of schooling.  Our focus is to have you achieve your preferred post-school goals. 
 
What WE do to assist YOU. 

·  All students are guided towards achievement of a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 
·  This is achieved at Shailer Park SHS by you enrolling in and completing sufficient coursework or 

training that a QCE will be awarded at the conclusion of Senior schooling.  
·  University entry. Some students will choose to be applicants for tertiary study and must therefore 

study subjects that qualify for an Overall Position (OP) plus 
·  you may choose a vocational path gaining Certificate II or Certificate III qualifications.  

 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR A QCE 
To be eligible for a QCE a student must be, and the school ensures you are 

·  registered with the Queensland Studies Authority who will issue a Learner Unique Identifier 
(LUI) Number and  

·  enrolled with a school or other education or training provider. 
 
The main provider takes responsibility for registering a young person. Each provider with whom a 
student has enrolled records credit achieved in a young person’s learning account.  This allows the 
student flexibility in sourcing qualifications and credit for study or training from a range of providers if 
desired or necessary. 
 
In 2009, Shailer Park SHS as a member of the ENABLE coalition of schools can offer places in courses 
at other school sites in Logan. Further information can be supplied upon enquiry from the Deputy 
Principal (Senior School). 
 
For most students the QCE will be achieved over years 11 and 12.  Others may not achieve it until they 
have finished year 12.  Students have learning accounts opened for them by the school with 
Queensland Studies Authority and these accounts remain open for 8 years.  This allows students to 
build on their studies and achieve a QCE even though they leave school to pursue vocational interests 
or employment. Subjects or courses of study have been allocated credit points.  Upon successful 
completion these credit points are automatically credited to students’ learning accounts. 
 
The total amount of learning required is at least 20 credits.  This reflects an amount of learning that 
could be reasonably achieved by most young people over a two-year, full-time program of study in the 
senior phase of learning. 
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WHAT IS A CREDIT? 
A credit is the minimum amount of learning at the set standard that can contribute to the QCE.  A credit 
has two elements:  an amount and a set standard. 
 
For example, a credit for a school subject is one semester (amount of learning) at Sound Achievement 
(set standard) or a credit for a Certificate II qualification is 25 percent (amount of learning) of the 
competencies (set standard). 
 
Some learning achievements will be recorded in the Learning Account but will not be a credit because 
they either do not have the required amount of learning or they do not meet the set standard.  For 
example, a Very Limited Achievement in a school subject does not meet the set standard to be a credit. 
 
A scale of subjects, courses and their current credit point allocation is attached here in this document.  
Twenty (20) credit points are required to be awarded a Queensland Certificate of Education. 
 
 
NEW FLEXIBILITY 
The new qualification will recognise more learning options.  Students can design a program of study to 
match their career goals.  There is more flexibility in what, where and when learning occurs. 
 
Not all the learning need take place at school.  Some learning can be with a registered training provider, 
in a workplace or with a community group.  The list of options is in the table. 
 
 
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Students must demonstrate a sufficient level of competency in both literacy and numeracy to be eligible 
for a QCE. The minimum standard is at least one semester at pass or competent level in either English 
or English Communication and a pass or competent level in any senior Mathematics course OR 
competent in a recognised Literacy and Numeracy program 
 
 
THE SENIOR STATEMENT 
The Senior Statement is an official record of all the learning achievements in a Learning Account.  It 
details:  what learning was attempted, the standard achieved and, where and when the learning took 
place. 
 
The Queensland Studies Authority will issue a Senior Statement to young people who: 

·  Have met the requirements for the Queensland Certificate of Education;  or 
·  Are attending a school, and have banked at least one achievement in their Learning Account, 

and are enrolled at a school until the prescribed date at the end of year 12;  or 
·  Have completed a pattern of study which makes them OP eligible. 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

·  Please contact the school  on 3451 2777 
·  Visit the QSA website at www.qsa.qld.edu.au 
·  Visit the Careers Information Service at www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au 
·  Visit the Department of Employment and Training at www.det.qld.gov.au for information 

about school-based apprenticeships and traineeships. 
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Summary of Credits for the 
QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE) 
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*Exceptions apply:  some Certificates III and IV contribute fewer than 8 credits.  For a list of exceptions, refer to: 
www.qsa.qld.edu.au/learning_priorities/qce/exempt-certs.html   

Refer to the Queensland Studies Authority QCE Handbook (available after August 2007) for further information. 
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EXEMPTIONS FROM COMPULSORY SCHOOLING AND 
COMPULSORY PARTICIPATION 

Information Summary for Parents / Carers / Students   
 
 
Parents apply for an exemption from compulsory schooling if, for a period of more than 10 consecutive 
school days, their child can not attend a school or it would be unreasonable in the circumstances to 
require the child to attend school. 
 
Young people in the compulsory participation phase, or their parents/carers, apply from an exemption 
from compulsory participation if, for a period of more than 10 consecutive school days, the young person 
can not participate in any eligible option or it would be unreasonable to require the young person to 
participate in any eligible option. 
 
Students with exemptions from compulsory schooling or compulsory participation are not considered to 
be enrolled during the period of the exemption, and the principal is not responsible for the student’s 
educational program.   
 
The student is excused from being enrolled and attending an educational program for the period of the 
exemption, and the student’s parents are excused from their obligation in respect to compulsory 
schooling and compulsory participation. 
 
Parents apply for an exemption from compulsory schooling or compulsory participation using an 
approved form available from the school.  The form should be returned to the school, where staff will 
check that all necessary documentation has been provided then forward the application on to the 
decision-maker if necessary. 
 
Decisions about exemptions from compulsory schooling for up to 1 school year are made by the 
principal of the school the student attends.   
 
Decisions about exemptions from compulsory schooling for more than 1 school year are made by the 
Executive Director (Schools) of the district in which the student attends school.   
 
Decisions about exemptions from compulsory participation are also made by the Executive Director 
(Schools).  The application form for such an exemption should be completed and provided to the school 
principal who will forward it on to the Executive Director (Schools). 
 
Once a decision about the exemption has been made, the person who applied for the exemption will be 
sent a letter to inform them whether or not the exemption has been granted and if any conditions have 
been imposed. 
  
Most exemptions from compulsory schooling will have one or more conditions imposed which will vary 
according to the reasons given in the application for exemption.  
 
If a person who has applied for an exemption is not satisfied with the decision made, they can make a 
submission for the decision to be reviewed.  
 
Parents of students who have offers of fulltime employment or trade training or some alternative to 
attending school recognised at law, may apply for an exemption. The Principal should be contacted 
where these options can be discussed and the best outcome achieved. 
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FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED WHEN MAKING 
SUBJECT/COURSE SELECTIONS  

 
 
Though subject selection can involve some difficult decisions, the process will be made a little easier if 
you consider the following points: 
 
 
1. AN INDIVIDUAL CHOICE   

Because students differ widely in terms of interests, abilities and future plans, subject and course 
selection is very much an individual matter - after consultation with all the people who can provide 
help.  (Do not be influenced by a friend’s choice of subjects when making your choices.) 

 
 
2. BE HONEST AND REALISTIC   

Subject choice is critical for future course and career options.  It is most important therefore that 
students and parents make an honest appraisal of past achievements and demonstrated abilities, 
and a realistic assessment of possible future directions before making firm choices.  This should 
ensure that students make appropriate selections - selections that are neither too difficult, nor 
frustrating or lacking interest and challenge and possibly leading to boredom. 

 
 
3. CAREER AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

a. Pre-requisite Subjects.   Certain subjects must  be taken in Years 11 and 12 to make students 
eligible for particular courses, careers or occupations.  Check the booklet “Summary of Selection 
Criteria for Entry to Universities and Colleges” to ensure that necessary subjects are chosen if 
tertiary study is one of your options. 

 
b. Field Positions.   Under the tertiary entry procedures Field Positions may be used in the final 

selection of students for some tertiary courses.  Because of the various weightings given to 
Queensland Studies Authority subjects in the five (5) Field Positions and the fact there are many 
possible combinations of subjects that will make students eligible for ratings in those Field 
Positions, no attempt is made in this document to address this issue.  The question of eligibility 
for Field Positions will be addressed as a separate (but related) issue in career classes and in 
interviews with the Guidance Officer. 

 
Make sure you know the requirements for TAFE courses or specific employment by doing your 
own research; consult the Guidance Officer, Job Centres, the Careers Reference Centre or the 
particular institutions involved. 

 
 
4. IS UNIVERSITY STUDY FOR ME?   

An Overall Position is required specifically for entry to many tertiary courses in universities.  Not all 
students are destined for, or academically qualified for tertiary study at University - which will require 
at least three years of further full-time study at a higher academic level after the completion of Year 
12. 

 
 If past results and future plans make tertiary study at university a realistic possibility, make sure you 

do select sufficient AUTHORITY A (previously Category A or Board) Subjec ts (previously 
Board Subjects)  (i.e.: at least five) to make you eligible for an Overall Position. 

 
 If past results and later options show that tertiary study is not required or realistic, select wisely.  

Look closely at the Category B (previously Board Registered) and Subject Area Specifications 
Subjects - they may be more appropriate for you. 
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Many students could be better prepared for life and  work after Year 12, and cope better with 
senior study by choosing a course which does not fo rce them into eligibility for tertiary entrance.  
 
 
5. USEFUL OR RECOMMENDED SUBJECTS   

Whilst not being compulsory for certain courses or occupations, some subjects do provide useful 
background knowledge and skills for them, and may therefore serve as a sound basis for later 
courses or employment. 
 
 

6. PREVIOUSLY DEMONSTRATED ABILITIES   
There is no short-cut or special recipe to either high Overall Positions or high levels of achievement 
through selecting certain special subjects at Senior level. 

 
 After taking the previous factors into account, students are then strongly advised to consider 

subjects in those areas or disciplines in which they have performed well and shown some aptitude 
in the Junior School.  Teachers and Heads of Departments have a sound knowledge of student 
performance in their own subject areas and should be consulted for advice and information in this 
regard. 

 
 
7. ENSURE THAT INFORMATION IS UP-TO-DATE   

Course requirements at schools and institutions for further study change from year to year as new 
courses/options are being introduced regularly.  Do not assume that the same requirements apply 
today as applied in the past; check carefully to ensure that decisions are made on the basis of the 
most recent information, not simply on hearsay. 

 
 
8. WORKLOAD/BALANCE OF COURSE   

All Senior subjects require hard work and application; students looking for “easy options” will be 
disappointed and will not perform to their potential. 

 
 It is important, too, to look carefully at the balance  of the course of subjects selected.  How many of 

the subjects require extensive library research and assignment writing?  How many emphasise end 
of Semester tests?  Which subjects have an emphasis on more practical skills?  Is the course too 
broad or too narrow in view of the student’s plans? 

 
 Difficult questions which need to be looked at carefully - and which make it critical those students 

read the relevant subject descriptions thoroughly and follow up with any questions that may need to 
be clarified by Heads of Departments. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION MODULES/COMPETENCIES  
Code of Practice and Grievance Procedure  

 
Shailer Park State High School seeks to provide a stimulating and supportive educational climate which will 
foster self respect and a desire to learn and to develop skills which will equip its students to live profitable 
lives in a changing world. Its mission is to provide quality educational outcomes for every stud ent in a 
caring environment.  It aims at engendering in its students’ personal and social responsibility to ensure that 
they become valuable members of the community. 
 
CODE OF PRACTICE OF THE SCHOOL 
Our school: 

·  recognises the importance of students receiving a broad-based education, comprising both general 
and vocational education; 

·  is registered with the Queensland Studies Authority to provide the vocational education training 
programs via Subject Area Specifications; 

·  accesses facilities and resources required for vocational education training programs; 

·  has an assignment/assessment policy that applies to all subjects offered at this school; 

·  has a process in place that enables you to apply for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) for the 
vocational education training programs; 

·  has a process for addressing any concerns and offers you access to a range of people who can 
provide you with advice and guidance about the vocational education training programs at this school 
example teachers, heads of department, counsellors and administrators. 

 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Vocational education training caters for Yrs 11 and 12 and mature-aged re-entry students. 
 
VOCATIONAL OUTCOMES OF COURSE 
On successful completion of the vocational education training programs, you will: 

·  have a basic understanding of some work-related issues associated with the industries affiliated with the 
courses of studies 

·  possess a range of skills, attitudes and knowledge that will assist you in roles not specifically related to 
employment, eg: as a student and as a citizen in general; 

·  be eligible for appropriate credit into related courses offered by other training providers, for example 
TAFE. 

 
RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING 
If you have already learned some of the vocational education competencies through your SASs, through 
activities at work, home or elsewhere, you may not have to do those parts again. You should read the 
brochure Recognition of Prior Learning for Vocational Education - An Information Guide for Students and 
discuss RPL with your teacher. 
 
ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 
Assessment for the vocational training programs is competency based. This means that once you can 
demonstrate that you can do all of the tasks required in a training program, you will be given credit for that 
vocational education and training program. 
 
CERTIFICATE/STATEMENT GAINED ON COMPLETION OF THE V OCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING 
PROGRAMS IN SUBJECT AREA SPECIFICATIONS.   
On completion of the vocational education training programs, you will receive a certificate/statement listing 
the industry competency standards and/or training programs in which you have demonstrated competency 
during your course.  
 
All completed competencies will be recorded on the Senior Certificate. 
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SCHOOL-BASED 
APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS (SATs)  

 
 
The recommended entry level is usually the completion of the Year 10 program of study. Applications 
are made to the Vocational Education and Training (VET) Coordinator. 
 
 
BENEFITS OF COMPLETING A SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHI P OR TRAINEESHIP 

·  Payment for the time spent in the workplace; 

·  Completion of the Senior Certificate; 

·  A head start in the Job Market 

·  Completion of, or progress towards the completion of a national vocational (VET) qualification, 
usually Certificate II or III; 

·  Train with a registered training organization; 

·  An easier transition from school to work; 

·  Gain first-hand experience in industry; 

·  Can take the place of one subject (perhaps two subjects) at school;  

·  Use your VET qualification to get into tertiary education such as a Diploma Course and 
sometimes University; 

·  Can often be converted to part-time or full-time after leaving school (Apprenticeships are 
automatically converted to full-time after leaving school.) 

 
 
STRUCTURE 
Students usually spend one day a week in the workplace. This is flexible however, for example, students 
could spend two half-days or a Saturday in the in the workplace. There will be training requirements for 
students’ vocational qualifications as well. This could take many forms, for example: self-paced 
modules, half-day once a week at school or TAFE Institute, training day once a month, etc. Students 
need to have a resume prepared and may be required to be interviewed by an employer, or be tried out 
at work experience before employment is offered. 
 

 
 
INDUSTRY AREAS 
Automotive, building and construction, business (office), child care, 
engineering, fitness, sport and recreation, food processing, forest 
industries, furnishing, hairdressing, health care, hospitality, information 
technology, marine, plastics, printing, rural industries, 
telecommunications, Textiles, clothing and footwear, tourism, transport 
and warehousing, utilities, wholesale and retail. 
 
It is important that students are very sure about t heir goals and 
career plans before signing up, and that they stay committed to 
completing their senior schooling. 
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YEAR 10 SUBJECT OFFERINGS - 2009 
 
Year 10 is the transition year to Senior Schooling, however very few pre-requisites exist for subject 
choice in year 11 and 12. 
 
Year 10 provides more scope for specialization where a third elective is added to the two continuing 
electives from year 9.  Students generally have developed skills and interests in fields that they are 
considering for year 11 and 12.   
 
All Year 10 students will study: 

·  English 
·  Mathematics 
·  Science – one semester 
·  Study of Society – one semester 

 
Electives include 

·  All of those offered in Year 9 plus 
·  Health & Physical Education (Core or Sports Specialist) 
·  LOTE (Japanese) 

 
Science and Study of Society and the Environment are offered in units of study that build necessary 
skills for successful entry and completion of the Senior subject disciplines such as Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, Modern and Ancient History, Legal Studies etc requiring them to be studied in Year 10. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy:    
Students must be literate and numerate, as these skills are the keys to success not only in school but 
life generally.  Dedicated Literacy and Numeracy time is provided to all students in years 8 to 12 quite 
apart from programmed English and Mathematics subjects. 
 
English and Mathematics – Geared for Success: 
Classing of students is according to need and ability. Course work is structured to provide students with 
the building blocks for success while providing able and gifted students opportunity  to excel. 
 
Students requiring consolidation in Literacy and Numeracy and Special Needs support are also catered 
for. 
 
Technology 
Interactive technologies and learning plays a significant role in engaging students across the curriculum.  
The school made significant investment in computer technology and is rolling out integration of 
interactive whiteboard  technologies into and across all curriculum areas. 
 
Sports Excellence: 
All students study Health and Physical Education to the end of year 9.  Some students may wish to 
participate in a Sports Excellence focused HPE while others may wish to study general HPE as an 
elective.  
 
Participation in Sports Excellence has as its focus an interschool competition in volleyball, basketball 
and futsal.  Students entering Sports Excellence program will be required to demonstrate or be 
considered to possess skills to encourage invitation into the program.  All students have opportunity to 
participate in sporting teams and play interschool sport. 
 
Sport: 
All students in years 8 and 9, whether or not participating in Sports Excellence are offered interschool 
sport.  Interschool sport is held on (up to) six (6) Round Robin days held throughout the year.  These are 
whole day activities. 
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YEAR 11 & 12 SUBJECT OFFERINGS - 2009 
 
 
All subjects studied at Senior Level must be approved by the Queensland Studies Authority (QSA). 
 
(i) Authority Subject (previously AUTHORITY A (previous ly Category A or Board) or Board 

Subject) 
 
 Most of the subjects offered are in this category.  The course of study in each subject is based on a 

Syllabus approved by the Queensland Studies Authority for state-wide use.  Some QSA subjects 
are prerequisites for tertiary study, with specific subjects being required for particular courses.  (See 
the booklet Summary of Selection Criteria for Entry to Universities and Colleges). 

 
 
(ii) Authority Registered Subject (previously Category B  Subject or Board Registered Subject)  
 
 The course of study in each subject has been approved by the Queensland Studies Authority.  Each 

is specially developed by individual schools to provide for local needs, facilities and expertise.  The 
emphasis is on more practical skills and applied studies - with more direct relevance to future 
employment, practical day-to-day applications and lead-in to some TAFE courses.  These subjects 
are recorded on the Senior Certificate but do not contribute to Tertiary Entrance. 

 
 
(iii) Authority Registered Subject (Subject Area Specifi cations [SAS]) 

 
These are subjects for which accreditation has been given by the Queensland Studies Authority.  
These are industry approved vocational subjects and are comprised of national modules in which 
students receive certification for competence.  Students may be required to undertake industry 
placement as part of these subjects. 
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SUBJECTS 
 

QUEENSLAND STUDIES AUTHORITY 
 

AUTHORITY 
 
 

AUTHORITY REGISTERED or 
TAFE EQUIVALENT 

 

Accounting 

Ancient History 

Biology 

Business Organisation and Management 

Chemistry 

Dance 

Drama 

English 

Graphics 

Health Education 

Home Economics 

Information Processing and Technology 

Japanese 

Legal Studies 

Mathematics A 

Mathematics B 

Mathematics C 

Modern History 

Multi-Strand Science 

Music 

Music Extension 

Physical Education 

Physics 

Study of Society 

Technology Studies 

Visual Art 

 

 

Certificate II in Business 

Certificate II in Community & Recreation Studies 

Certificate II in Hospitality 

Certificate II in Multimedia 

Certificate III in Computer Aided Drafting 

Certificate III in Computer Assisted Design 

Creative Arts (Visual Arts) 

Early Childhood Practices 

English Communication 

Industrial Technology and Design (Manufacturing) 

Industrial Technology and Design (Construction) 

Information and Communications Technology 

Prevocational Mathematics 

Recreational Practices (non-certificate) 

Tourism 

 
 

NOTES 

(1) Students must choose an English subject, EITHER English or English Communication. 

(2) In order to do Mathematics C a student MUST ALSO DO Mathematics B. 

(3) If Multi-Strand Science is chosen only ONE other Science subject can be selected. 

(4) Students requiring tertiary entrance should take at least FIVE AUTHORITY subjects and at least three of these 
must be kept for two years. 
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CREATIVE ARTS – VISUAL ARTS  
 
 
Prerequisites 
Nil 
 
Skills Necessary 
Students are encouraged to develop skills on an individual basis as part of the course.  They progressively develop 
their ability to negotiate and complete coursework to a satisfactory standard.   
 
It is possible to study CREATIVE ARTS – VISUAL ART  as well as ART. 
 
Content 
This subject is divided into four semester units known as Manipulating Images , Fine Art and Design , Craft and 
Design  and Individualised Specialisation.  Semester One to Three allow students to develop their ability in areas 
of study within each of the designated Semester Units. This practical subject will enable students to investigate 
industry application. 
  
 
Manipulating Images     Students will explore and learn to apply traditional camera 

techniques as well as digital technology and software such as 
Photo Shop to work with images. 
 

Fine Art and Design    Involves study drawing, painting, sculpture and print making 
 

Craft and Design     Involves study ceramics, jewellery, print making and textiles. 
 

Individualised Specialisation 
 

In Semester Four students have the opportunity of working in 
consultation with their teacher to continue to develop their 
specialised area of study. 

 
 
Level of Difficulty   
To ensure success in this subject, students should come prepared and use this time effectively. Students are 
expected to complete the minimum homework time of 30 minutes per day, working on projects and their sketch 
diary. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload 
Art teachers adopt a wide variety of teaching procedures that are dependent on the nature of the work and on 
individual students.  Teachers demonstrate techniques, styles and methods, students are encouraged to become 
self motivated.  
 
Assessment    
Ongoing, individual formative assessment throughout 
the first three semesters.  Semester Four weights most 
heavily (60 percent) towards exit, as the Individualised 
Specialisation represent fullest and latest information. 
The remaining 40 percent of summative assessment will 
be collected from the two semester units that were not 
revisited. 
 
Careers or Courses 
Many TAFE colleges offer Associate Diploma Courses 
in Visual Art and Design.  Mount Gravatt, Morningside, 
Gateway and Bayside TAFE Colleges. 
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DANCE 
 
Prerequisites  
Year 10 English – C+ standard is required.   
Girls: black leggings or tights and a black thick strap singlet or leotard 
Boys: black pants and a black singlet or t shirt 
 
Skills Necessary  
Students must study senior English.  An A or B result in Year 10 Dance would be a great advantage. 
 
Content 
Semester 1 TERM ONE: 

CPA:  Vital Dance Ingredients 
This introductory unit outlines the elements of performance, choreography and appreciation.  
It also introduces students to the process of analysing dance, a highly important skill 
throughout the course. 
 
Dance Now – Wow! 
This explores the popular styles of youth culture – jazz, hip hop, funk and even break 
dancing. 
 

 TERM TWO: 
Not Strictly Ballroom 
Students explore various ballroom dance styles such as Latin, Waltz, Merengue and jive in 
the social and historical contexts from which they emerged.  Their assessment task involves 
the choreography of their own personalised ballroom dance. 
 

Semester 2 TERM ONE: 
Getting to the Pointe 
For many students this is their first exposure to a traditional ballet class.  Essentials such as 
the five positions of the feet and arms, barre and centre walk are learned. 
 

 TERM TWO: 
Breaking Away from Ballet – Duncan, Graham… and Chu nky Move 
In this unit students explore the works of Contemporary Pioneers such as Isadora Duncan 
and Martha Graham.  Students learn basic contemporary technique and begin to experiment 
with their own stimuli and ideas.  They also complete a written task focusing on Dance and 
Technology. 
 

Semester 3 TERM ONE: 
Stars and Sequins 
This unit of work is on musical theatre and the students will gain skills in tap, jazz, cabaret, 
theatricarity and prop work. 
 

 TERM TWO: 
An Australian Approach – Sietsma and Murphy 
Australian choreographers, Maggi Sietsma and Graeme Murphy are studied in this unit.  
Students will explore their contemporary technique, use of contact work and spoken word. 
 

Semester 4 TERM ONE: 
Dancing Stories from the Soul – Ailey and Page 
Choreography from a cultural perspective will be studied, taking into account Alvin Ailey’s 
African American heritage and Steven Page’s Aboriginal traditions. 
 
TERM TWO: 
The Choice is Yours 
This final unit allows students to select from Performance, Choreography and Appreciation 
and work towards audition preparation. 
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Level of Difficulty  
Please note that this is an authority subject that counts towards the students’ OP results.  It is fun and physical but 
requires commitment and dedication in order to address the practical and theoretical aspects of the course. 
 
Assessment 
Equal emphasis is placed on PERFORMANCE, CHOREOGRAPHING and APPRECIATING Dance. 
 
Special Equipment 

·  Students may change into sports uniform or dance clothes prior to a practical lesson.  They must change 
back into school uniform at the end of the lesson. 

·  Dance clothes. 
·  Jazz shoes or contemporary shoes. 
·  Black dance clothes MUST be worn for assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 20 

DRAMA 
 
Prerequisites  
Year 10 English – C+ standard is required. 
 
Skills Necessary  
The ability to speak and write clearly, although these skills are developed in the 
course.  English must be studied in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Content 
Based on three areas: 

1. Forming 
2. Presenting 
3. Responding 

 
Year 11 
 

 Unit Title Key Content 

Semester 1 1 The Actor ·  The role of the actor  
·  Elements of Drama 
·  Scripted pieces 
·  Improvisation 
·  Theory of viewpoints 

 
 2 Physical Theatre ·  Circus techniques 

·  Ensemble training 
·  Performance skills 
·  Storytelling 
·  Workshops 
 

Semester 2 3 Heritage ·  History of Greek or Elizabethan or 
Restoration Theatre 

·  Workshops 
·  Performance skills 
·  Explore language and space 

 
 4 Realism ·  Explore realism through practical 

workshops and scripted pieces 
·  Stanislavski’s theory 
 

Year 12 
 

 Unit Title Key Content 

Semester 3 5 Australian ·  Australian and indigenous theatre history 
·  Australian plays 
·  Performance skills 
·  Script writing 
·  Rehearsal 

 
 6 Political ·  Dramatic statements 

·  Becht or Boal 
·  Experimental Theatre 
 

Semester 4 7 Contemporary 
 

·  Contemporary theatre 
·  Multimedia 
·  Performance Models 

 
 8 Audition ·  Arts industry practices 

·  Audition skills 
·  Study of arts organisations 
·  Preparation for future study of Drama 
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Assessment 

Year 11 F P R 

1 Monologue Performance �    

2 Group Performance  �   

3 Performance Analysis Oral   �  

4 Scripted Pair Performance  �   

5 Analysis of Live Theatre   �  

6 Individual Realist Script �   �  

     
 
 

Year 12 F P R 

1 Scripted Pair Performance  �   

2 One Person Show �    

3 Live Theatre Review   �  

4 Group Performance  �   

5 Student Choice �   OR �   OR �  

     
 
 
Subject Changes  
Units are not sequential therefore students may enter at the beginning of a new semester. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
One trip each year in school time to view live theatre (cost approximately $30 per year). The school may, on 
occasions, offer additional evening theatre excursions. Students will be required to supply their own costumes or 
props for assessment items. 
 
Class Time/Workload 
Home time to rehearse/learn lines/prepare costumes, when necessary. 
 
Special Conditions  
Group work necessitates rehearsals in own time. Some evening performances will be called (usually in August) for 
the senior school performance festivals. 
 
Careers or Courses 
Teacher (Primary/Secondary), producer and public relations consultant, recreational worker, script writer, tertiary 
lecturer, training officer, theatre critic, youth worker, actor, artistic director, arts administrator, arts liaison officer, film 
and television. producer, wardrobe supervisor, television/radio announcer, technical producer, stage manager, 
sound/lighting technician, publicity manager, lighting supervisor, floor manager, film editor, casting officer, camera 
operator, continuity person, costume maker, make-up person, production secretary, set designer, set maker, scenic 
artist, stunt performer, studio stage hand, properties person, clapper loader, boom operator, booking agent. 
 
Comments  
Drama is a life skills subject. It will develop confidence and the ability to speak in public situations and thus 
encourage success. It need not necessarily lead to a career but be taken as a personal development subject and 
one that develops the aesthetic or the artistic/dramatic perspective on life.  It can develop aural skills which are 
necessary for 30 percent of the Senior English course.  Overall, it is a subject to enjoy.   (Pamphlets are available 
from the Performing Arts Block and teachers will give more information about the value and nature of our course.) 

 



 22 

MUSIC 
 
 
Prerequisites  
A C+ standard in Junior English is required.  The study of Music in Year 
9 and 10 is recommended for those students who wish to study Music in 
Year 11 and 12.  For those students who did not do Music in Years 9 and 
10, they will need a keen interest in all types  of Music plus be competent 
in playing an instrument or singing. 
 
Skills Necessary  
The ability to play an instrument and/or sing would be helpful. 
 
Content 
Music is a challenging Authority subject designed to help students gain the skills required to develop their enjoyment 
of music, equip them with skills for work within the music industry, and if desired, to participate in further studies in 
this field.  There are three areas of study within Music.  The areas are Analysis, Composing  and Performance . 
 
The Performance  area covers the practical side of playing music.  You will be involved in performing individually 
and in groups.  In your performance tasks, you are encouraged to consider a particular instrument/voice as your 
major instrument, however, this area is quite varied and you will be involved in the playing/singing of a variety of 
instruments in a variety of styles (including your own compositions).   
 
Analysing and Composing  are two very important areas.  In the Analysing area the students will focus on 
listening to and studying the works of others.  This is so that you start to develop an understanding of how 
composers create music.  Once you begin to understand this, it is easier for you to create your own music.  The 
Composition area is very important in music.  In this area, students learn the basics of how to go about creating 
both vocal and instrumental compositions of their own. 
 
Throughout the course, the units of work studied cover a variety of topics.  These include topics such as: 
 
Semester 1  Elvis to Madonna  

This unit is designed to track the 
development of Popular and Rock Music 
over the decades from the 1950’s to the 
current time.   

Assessment includes the choice of: 
·  Performing a cover of a chosen 

song in groups;  or 
·  Compare and contrast the same 

piece of music performed in 
different styles;  or 

·  Compose for a standard rock band 
in the style of your choice. 

 
 On Stage 

This unit will study a range of styles and 
genres from the Music of the Theatre.  
Styles chosen could range from Opera, 
Comic Opera to Musicals and Rock Opera, 
and also could include Ballet music. 

Assessment includes the choice of: 
·  Writing an analysis report for a 

music magazine about a concert 
that you attended;  or 

·  Composing a song for a Rock 
Opera;  or 

·  Performing a duet or aria. 
 

Semester 2 What sells? 
This unit looks at Music in advertising and 
how music / CDs are created and 
produced to sell to the public.  We will also 
be looking at the music in movies and how 
it sells the movie. 

Assessment includes the choice of: 
·  Creating music that can be sold to 

the general public, a music therapy 
CD or a television jingle;  or 

·  Analysing the effectiveness of a 
jingle from a radio or television 
show;  or 

·  Performing a classical piece of 
music from advertisement. 
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Semester 2 
continued 

Pride   
How do we know when music is from a 
particular country?  What makes a sound 
particularly African or Indian etc?  How is 
national pride portrayed through anthems 
and folk songs? 

Assessment includes the choice of: 
·  Performing either a traditional 

piece or an inspirational song 
evoking pride and a country or 
event;  or 

·  An agreed upon task with the 
teacher. 

 
 
The use of computer technology is also incorporated into the course. 
 
 
Assessment  
Assessment is based on the three areas: Analysing , Composing  and Performance  with each being worth a third 
of the total result.  Students will be required to compose (within guidelines), analyse and compare songs and 
performance. 
 
Subject Changes  
This is possible but you would need a strong background in Music to join after Semester One. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Any career or course in music.  It would also be beneficial in other performing areas and for those interested in a 
career in sound, eg: sound engineering.  Students interested in pre-school and primary teaching will also find it 
useful.  There are also many TAFE options opening up in this area. 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC EXTENSION 
 
 
Prerequisites  
This is a year 12 subject only.  Students must audition at the end of year 11 to enter this course.  This is an OP 
subject and will replace one of your other subjects.  Music as a subject must be taken in both year 11 and 12 to 
enter this course. 
 
Content 
There are two areas of Music Extension that you can work in: 

·  Composing or Performing. 
 
Both areas only have three pieces of assessment.  An Investigating task which is a written task and two developing 
tasks which is either two performances or two compositions.  All of the assessment is your own choice and in your 
own style but must be given teacher approval before commencing. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Any career or course in music.  It would also be beneficial in other performing areas and for those interested in a 
career in sound, e.g. sound engineering.  Students interested in pre-school and primary teaching will also find it 
useful.  There are also many TAFE options opening up in this area. 
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VISUAL ART  
 
Prerequisites  
A C+ standard in Junior English is required.   Senior English must be studied.  The study of Visual Art in Yrs 9 and 
10 is recommended.   
 
Skills Necessary  
The Art course is designed to enable students to develop their individual 
skills, thus those who are enthusiastic and persevere with the work will 
succeed.  The ability to draw is a skill that any person can acquire and is 
not a necessity for the course.  A motivated student prepared to think 
outside the square is more desirable than one who has a natural ability 
to draw. 
  
We stress individuality in our subject and encourage students to use 
design strategies to solve problems.  This promotes the development of 
thinking skills, imagination and creativity.  
 
Content  
The core of Senior Art is Visual Studies  that is an in-depth study of visual art concepts.  Developing, researching 
and resolving are central to all work undertaken in Art.  The elective areas listed are studied in conjunction with 
Visual Studies:  Ceramics, Costume and Stage Design, Drawing, Electronic Imaging, Environmental Design, Fibre 
Art, Graphic Design, Installation, Painting, Performance Art, Photographic Art, Printmaking, Product Design, 
Sculpture, Video and Film. 
 
Semester 1 Students will work with the concepts of observation, representation and exploration of 

personal conviction to produce an experimental folio. 
 

Semester 2 The exploration of the role of art making and conscious collection and organisation of to 
produce an artwork is the focus of this semester.  
 

Semester 3 Students reflect on previous experience selecting media and technique.  This is used to 
initiate interpretative and expressive responses that they enjoy and are competent in. 
 

Semester 4 Students consider personal ideas and beliefs to formulate individual artwork making 
predictions for subsequent work.  A personal extension enables the student to go back to 
revise, rework or extend former concepts and processes. 
 

   
Students will succeed and attain a sound level if they complete all work conscientiously (both practical and 
theoretical). 
 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload 
Art teachers adopt a wide variety of teaching procedures that are dependent on the nature of the work and on 
individual students.  Teachers demonstrate techniques, styles and methods.  Students are encouraged to become 
self motivated.  30 minutes homework per day is expected for the completion of practical/ theoretical work, 
experimentation in sketch diaries or on specific homework exercises.  Experimentation and documentation is 
important. 
 
Assessment 
In Making (prac) students are assessed in Visual Literacy and Application. Appraising (theory) tasks require the 
development of extended writing and computer skills.  
  
Special Equipment and Cost 
Equipment and basic materials are provided, however students supply more specific materials.  Students must 
purchase an A3 and A4 Visual Diary and be part of the school’s Textbook Hire Scheme. A list of necessary 
materials and equipment is available from the Art Department.  Teacher, hairdresser, leather worker, graphic 
designer,  art director,  advertising artist,  magazine art director,  sign painter,  dressmaker,  screen printer,  interior 
decorator,  renovator are several of the many occupations that the study of Art is useful for. 
 
For those who do not plan to pursue a career in Art, the subject offers interested students the potential to develop 
knowledge and skills that apply to every aspect of life beyond school years. 
 



 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 
 
 



 26 

ENGLISH 
 
Prerequisites  
Students who are achieving less than a mid Sound Achievement in Year 10 English may have difficulty with this 
academic course. 
 
Skills Necessary   
As they study the increasingly demanding texts that Senior English requires, students will further develop their skills 
to write, speak or sign, view, listen, read and think critically.   
 
Content  
Over the two years, students will engage with a wide variety of texts.  These will include: 

·  literature (novels, short stories and poetry) from a variety of cultures and from across history 
·  scripted drama and drama performed as theatre 
·  reflective texts such as biographies, autobiographies, journals and memoirs. 
·  works produced for older adolescents, popular culture, media, multimodal and hypermedia texts (CD-ROM, 

World Wide Web, film, documentary film and television programs) 
·  spoken and written everyday texts of work, family and community life. 

 
Students will study the following semester units: 
 
 
Level of Difficulty 
Consistent effort throughout the four Semesters must be maintained to succeed in this academic subject.  A strong 
commitment to follow the writing process is required for work to reach an appropriate standard. 
 
Workload  
Students must be prepared to allocate regular study time to reading, writing and reflecting on the work covered in 
class as well as to completing assignments.  As expected, tasks are more complex and students will need to 
commence work on assignments well before the deadline. 
 
Assessment  
Teachers devise units of work and assessment items to give students scope to think, to reason, to learn and to 
draw conclusions about the world around them.  The Exit Statement is based on the fullest and latest information 
available to teachers at the individual student’s point of exit. 
 
For the purpose of assigning a Level of Achievement for the Senior Certificate only Year 12 work and results are 
used.   Year 11, however, is viewed as vital for the development of necessary content, skills, processes and 
attitudes for a successful final year. 
 
At the end of each year, students in Year 11 and 12 must submit a folio with five written tasks and three spoken 
tasks.  Each year, three (3) written assessment tasks will be completed under supervised conditions.  One of these 
will be in response to an unseen question.  All written and oral assignments must be submitted to meet course 
requirements to enable the awarding of a level of achievement. 
 
In the final semester of Year 12 only ONE completed draft can be submitted for teacher feedback to ensure 
students satisfy the syllabus requirement of demonstrating increasing independence in the completion of their work. 
 
To achieve a minimum Sound Level of Achievement students must achieve at least a sound minus on two (2) out of 
three (3) oral tasks AND on three (3) out of five (5) written tasks to be able to meet the sound level descriptors of 
both the written and spoken modes. 
 
Equipment 
It is essential that students have access to a dictionary and thesaurus. 
 
Subject Changes 
A change from English to English Communication or vice versa needs to be negotiated with the student’s teacher 
and the Head of Department as soon as possible. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Students need at least a Sound Achievement in English to enter many tertiary courses. 
NB. This course outline is a guide only as a new sy llabus is being developed for implementation in eit her 
2009 or 2010. 
 
 

Year 11 Year 12 
The Fast and the Furious 
Aussie Rules 

Sliding Doors 
The Fifth Element 
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ENGLISH COMMUNICATION 
 
 
English Communication is offered as an alternative to QSA Senior English.  It is designed to develop effective and 
efficient methods of communication directly related to work, to personal and community life, and to leisure and 
recreation. 
 
Skills Necessary 
Basic literacy and word processing skills. 
 
Content 
Content includes the study of literature and is aimed at enhancing the students’ chances of future employment or 
TAFE studies after Year 12.  Practical communication skills for everyday life are examined.  The following eight (8) 
units of work will be completed during Years 11 and 12: 
 

·  Land Down Under 
·  Event Management 
·  Survival of the Human Spirit 
·  Crime Time 

·  World of Work 
·  Virtual Business 
·  Social Justice 
·  World Traveller 

 
Level of Difficulty 
As long as the student is prepared to write drafts for responses and completes all tasks with care and attention to 
detail, success can be achieved. 
 
Teaching Strategies / Workload 
Much of English Communication’s content applies to life in general and astute students will be “working” at English 
Communication for most of their lives.  All students are expected to allocate regular study time to prepare, complete 
and reflect upon work covered in class as well as in assignments and tests.  Explicit teaching of formats and the 
provision of models will assist student understanding of tasks.   
 
Assessment  
Assessment may take written, spoken or observational format, ranging from informal to formal (e.g. testing) 
situations.  Levels of Achievement (VHA, HA, etc.) will also be awarded based on student performance in the areas 
of knowledge and understanding of contexts, of the technical features of writing and speaking and of texts students 
have generated themselves or studied in class.  Most assessment tasks will be computer generated. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Class sets of general language and communication texts will be provided by the School Textbook and Equipment 
Hire Scheme.  Each student needs to provide his/her own stationery including display folders in which to file 
assessment tasks.  Access to a dictionary and thesaurus is also recommended.  Costs for excursions are extra. 
 
Special Conditions  
Class sizes are restricted to a maximum of 20 students. 
 
Subject Changes  
A change from English Communication to English or vice versa needs to be negotiated with the student’s teacher 
and the Head of Department.  However, movement into the course can occur at anytime providing assessment 
requirements can be met. 
 
Careers or Courses  
The study of these units will help to equip students for most courses offered by TAFE and independent training 
institutions. 
 
Other Comments  
It is worth noting that English Communication is accepted for entry to TAFE and other independent training 
institutions.  Many of our students do not require literary-based Senior English for their future employment or 
direction in life.  English Communication now offers a realistic choice to senior students.  
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HEALTH EDUCATION 
 
 
Rationale 
Health Education offers students the opportunity to develop the knowledge, attitudes, values and skills needed to 
participate effectively in the promotion of equitable health outcomes and assists them to reach their health potential. 
 
Global Aims  
Through a course of study in Health Education, students should develop: 
 

·  a commitment to creating and maintaining a society that promotes health 
·  an understanding of the influences of diverse values, attitudes and beliefs on personal and group decisions 

and behaviour related to health 
·  an understanding of and a commitment to equity, a respect for difference, and a critical awareness of the 

need for supportive physical and social environments in promoting health 
·  a belief that they can achieve better health outcomes for themselves and others 
·  knowledge, skills and capacity for social response, which can facilitate informed decisions and actions to 

promote their own health and the health of individuals, groups and communities 
 
General Objectives  
Health Education is designed to assist students to: 

·  appreciate the interactions between personal health, community health and the state of the environment. 
·  value the maintenance of a healthy lifestyle. 
·  appreciate that all members of the community can contribute, in varying degrees, to improving their own 

health, health standards in the community and the state of the environment. 
·  appreciate that they can act to achieve better health outcomes for themselves and others. 
·  value the rights and dignity of all people to improve the health of individuals, groups and communities. 

 
 
 
 
Course Structure  
A two-year developmental course 
must comprise the introductory 
module in the first five to six weeks of 
the course and four sequential units 
studied in the following order: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR 11 FORMATIVE: 

Semester 1 Intro Unit: Social View of Health: Advocacy Letter 

 Unit A:   Personal Health (Sexual Health):   Research Report, Essay Exam 

Semester 2 Unit B:   Peer and Family Health (Substance Use):   Integrated Task 

 Unit B:   Family Health (Domestic Violence):   Essay Exam 
 
YEAR 12 SUMMATIVE: 

Semester 3 Unit C:   Community Health (Road Trauma):   Research Report, Essay Exam 

 Unit C:   Environmental Health (Sun Safety):   Essay Exam 

Semester 4 Unit D:   Specific Populations (Schoolies):   Integrated Task 

 Unit D:   Specific Populations:   Research Report 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
   
Rationale 
Physical Education, in the senior school context, involves students learning in, about and through physical activity.  
Physical Education focuses on the complex interrelationships between motor learning and psychological, 
biomechanical, physiological and sociological factors that influence individual and team physical performances, 
together with the wider social attitudes to and understanding of physical activity. 
 
Global Aims  
Through its focus on the study of physical activity, Physical Education aims to allow students to become physically 
educated as self-directed, interdependent and independent learners. 
 
General Objectives  
Physical Education involves students as intelligent performers, learning in, about and through physical activity. 
Students will be involved in learning experiences in, about and through physical activities that comprise a complete 
process of learning, simultaneously engaging the general objectives of acquiring, applying and evaluating rather 
than focusing on each objective in isolation.  The process of learning through each of the general objectives must 
be developed in increasing complexity and sophistication over the course. 
 
The general objectives of acquiring, applying and evaluating refer to the process of learning in, about and through 
physical activity.  It is the intention of the syllabus that the general objective of appreciating permeates each of the 
other three objectives. 
 
Course Structure 
 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES: 
YEAR 11 FORMATIVE: 
Semester 1 Volleyball:   Physical Tasks, Written Exam 

Tennis:   Physical Tasks, Research Assignment   
 

Semester 2 Athletics:   Physical Tasks, Diary   
Futsal / Basketball:   Physical Tasks, Essay   
 

 
YEAR 12 SUMMATIVE: 
Semester 3 Tennis:   Physical Tasks, Research Assignment   

Volleyball:   Physical Tasks, Essay   
 

Semester 4 Athletics:   Physical Tasks, Training Journal   
  Futsal / Basketball:   Physical Tasks, Essay 
 

 
 
Subject Matter 

Focus Areas  Content Foci 
Focus Area A: 
Learning physical skills 

·  skill acquisition 
·  psychology of learning physical skills 
·  bio-mechanical bases of learning physical skills 
 

Focus Area B: 
Processes and effects of training and 
exercise 

·  How an understanding of physiology of exercise, training and program 
development can improve team and individual performance. 

 
Focus Area C: 
Physical activity in Australian Society 

How socio-cultural understandings of sport, physical activity and exercise 
influences personal, team and community participation, appreciation and 
values, within Australian society. 
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RECREATION STUDIES  
 
 
Prerequisite  
Keen interest in sports, prepared to be physically active in class. 
 
Content  
The focus will be on the development of knowledge and skills in fitness, playing, coaching, refereeing and 
administration of numerous sports with particular emphasis on a specific sport chosen by the student. 
 
Successful participation in Recreation Studies will enable students to gain knowledge and skills in fitness, playing, 
coaching, refereeing and administration which will enable them to take a more effective role in their chosen sporting 
pursuits. 
 
Successful participation in Recreation Studies will also help students to gain knowledge, skills, experience and 
(where possible) formal certification which could enhance their employment prospects. 
 
Level of Difficulty  
This subject is offered as an alternative to Physical Education and Health subjects in the senior school.  It is 
intended as an option for those students who have a genuine interest in sports but are not seeking tertiary entrance. 
 
Workload  
The emphasis is on practical activity however theory is approximately 30 percent of the course. 
 
Assessment  
Students will be assessed in a wide variety of ways such as demonstrations of skills, coaching individuals and 
teams, planning competitions, fitness and training programs, refereeing games, written tests and research 
assignments. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
School sports uniform and suitable footwear are required for all practical activities. 
Sports equipment supplied by the school. 
Students have the option of paying the costs involved in gaining formal accreditation. 
 
Subject Change  
Possible at any stage subject to approval by the school Administration and the Heads of the Departments involved. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Accreditation is available which would certainly enhance employment prospects in the sports, leisure and recreation 
industries. 
 
Cost 
Cost to complete this course should not exceed $50 per term. 
 
Other Comments  
The school can help the student gain formal accreditation in coaching, refereeing and administration.  
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EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDIES  
 
 
Prerequisites 
No prerequisite subjects are necessary. An interest in children and a sense of responsibili ty is recommended. 
 
Skills Necessary 
Communication skills:  oral and written, working with children, comprehension, observation and evaluation of 
situations involving children. 
 
Content 
The course is designed to maximise opportunities for students to develop practical skills through interaction with 
children. In Year 11, students assist with the literacy program and the Under 8’s Day at the primary school. In Year 
12, students’ co-ordinate and run the Puddleduck Playgroup. The course presents information on current parenting 
issues as well as preparing students for further studies in Childcare related vocations, teaching, nursing and child 
welfare.  
 
Virtual Parenting   
Students participate in the ‘Baby Think It Over’ program where they assume responsibility for a computerised baby. 
 
 Course Overview  

Semester 1: Introduction to Early Childhood 
Units:  

·  Introducing early childhood 
·  Physical development 
·  Accident prevention and safety 

Semester 2: Child Development 
Units:  

·  Understanding growth and development 
·  Social and emotional development 
·  Intellectual and language development 

Semester 3: The Importance of Play 
Units:   

·  Play in early childhood 
·  Creativity 
·  Self expression and problem solving in early childhood 

Semester 4: Creating Happy children 
Units:   

·  Parenting 
·  Behaviour in early childhood 
·  Children with special needs 

 
 
Level of Difficulty 
The course requires students to work independently and cooperatively in predominantly practical situations.  
Reading, writing and communication skills are important and a dedication to working with young children is 
essential. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Formal instruction, many practical activities and group work. Students are required to regularly submit written 
reports / observations or activity planners. 
 
Assessment 
Students are assessed on three criteria: 

1. Practical skills 
2. Knowledge and understanding  
3. Reasoning 

 
Assessment instruments including written tasks, folio complication, interactions with children written assignments 
and observations. 
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Special Equipment and Cost 
Students are required to supply batteries for the computerised baby and attend an excursion to view child care 
centre operations and safety (approximately cost $20). 
 
Subject Changes: 
This course is sequential and builds on previous work covered. 
 
Careers or Courses 
Medicine, occupational therapy, nursing, pre-school teacher, social worker, child care worker, children’s recreation 
officer, TAFE and university courses involving Early Childhood Studies. 
 
Other Comments 
If you enjoy interacting with children and would like to enhance your skills as a future parent or establish a career in 
this field, Early Childhood offers an interesting and relevant course of study.  
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HOME ECONOMICS 
 
 
Home economics is an interdisciplinary study drawing on the fields of nutrition and dietetics, textiles and fashion, 
architecture and the built environment, human development, relationships and behaviour.   Living and working 
effectively within dynamic, diverse and global societies presents challenges for individuals, families and 
communities. These challenges may include: 
 

·  selecting and preparing nutritious foods from complex and changing food markets 
·  establishing and maintaining a diverse range of effective interpersonal and family relationships 
·  making informed, responsible and ethical consumer decisions about new products that become available 

because    
·  of changing technologies and lifestyles 
·  balancing personal, family and work responsibilities with leisure 
·  resolving the influences of peer pressure, body image, economics, marketing and media when selecting 

clothing  
·  and textiles. Informed people who think critically and creatively make socially and ethically responsible 

 
Prerequisites  
At least a Sound Achievement in Junior English.  
 
Skills Necessary  
Communication skills, comprehension, decision making, analysis, evaluation, practical skills. 
 
Content  
Home Economics is a field of study that focuses on the well being of individuals and families in everyday activities 
and encompasses the broad areas of Food Studies, Living Environments and Textile Studies.  The course 
incorporates an informed, action orientated approach that encourages the development of the critical thinking skills. 
Home Economics provides a balance between theoretical understandings and practical work and provides 
opportunities for developing key competencies such as: collecting, analysing and organising information; 
communicating ideas and information, planning and organising activities, working in teams; solving problems; using 
technology. 
 
Areas of study: 

·  Food studies  – The Health of Individuals and Society – the impact of food; Food and an Australian identity. 
·  Living Environments  – Individuals and families in their living environments;  Launching and landing. 
·  Textile studies  – Consumer textiles; Creating with textiles; Textiles and culture. 

 
 
Course structure 

Year Semester 1 Semester 2 

Core: The health of individuals and society 
 

Core: Consumer textiles 
integrated with: 

Elective: Contemporary issues in food and 
nutrition 

Elective: Creating with textiles 

11 

    
12 Elective: Textiles and culture Core: Individuals and families in their Living 

environments integrated with: 
 Elective: Food and an Australian identity Elective: Launching and Landing 

 
 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Home Economics is a more academic subject than Hospitality Practices or Early Childhood. It is an authority 
subject. You need to be committed to all aspects of the course i.e. all areas of study listed above, practical work and 
theory. It does count towards your OP for tertiary entrance. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Formal instruction is involved along with student activities and numerous practical activities.  Students will 
participate in both individual and team work learning experiences. Students are given opportunities to make 
decisions and solve problems. Homework tasks may take the form of preparation of equipment/ ingredients for 
practical work; research, analysis and review of data; formation of action plans; and completion of evaluations of 
practical work. 
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Assessment  
Criterion 1 – Knowledge and understanding 
Criterion 2 – Reasoning processes 
Criterion 3 – Practical performance 
 
Assessment Techniques 

·  Short answer questions 

·  Extended written response material 

·  Non-written presentation tasks 

·  Research tasks – assignments, reports 

·  Unseen tasks 

·  Responses to stimulus  

·  Practical performance  

 
Special Conditions 
Excursions are valuable learning experiences that help students investigate real life issues for individuals and 
families.  Estimated cost is $20. 
 
Subject Changes  
Units are non-sequential therefore you may enter the subject at the beginning of a new semester. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Some careers for which Home Economics is useful include dietician, food technologist, interior decorator, social 
welfare worker, fashion designer, flight attendant, food editor, home economist, cookery demonstrator, fashion 
buyer, Home Economics teacher, textile designer, cake decorator, appliance demonstrator, fashion buyer, 
dressmaker/ milliner. 
 
Other Comments  
Whilst Home Economics includes practical cookery and textiles, it is an authority subject and students need to 
complete all aspects of the course. Any further questions can be answered by the Home Economics teachers or the 
HOD of Applied Technologies. 
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HOSPITALITY – Certificate Level 
Certificate II in Hospitality – SIT20207 

Certificate II in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) – SIT20307 
 
 
Prerequisites  
A career goal or interest in food preparation and service; willingness to be part of a team; motivation to learn and 
develop new skills. Functional literacy and numeracy.  
 
Skills Necessary 
The ability to listen and follow instructions. A high work ethic 
 
Content  
Selected students will complete both of the Certificate II courses listed above – one in each year level.  Shailer Park 
SHS has a partnership with Metropolitan South Institute of TAFE – Alexandra Hills Campus.  Shailer Park hospitality 
teachers deliver and access the certificate courses under the guidance of MSIT mentors.  
 
SIT20207 Hospitality is Front of House – food preparation, food and beverage service, restaurant set up etc.  
 
SIT20307 Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) is back of house – food preparation and presentation, basic methods 

of cookery, stock control, maintaining kitchen premises etc.   
 
Level of Difficulty  
These certificate courses are industry qualifications and students must reach required standards to gain 
competencies.  Hospitality teachers are willing to provide literacy and numeracy support as well as assistance to 
develop hospitality skills.  The prerequisites and skills necessary – previously listed, are a must.  
 
Teaching Strategies/ Workload 
Students will be offered a broad range of learning opportunities including demonstrations, guided learning, practical 
food and beverage preparation, restaurant service, excursions, peer mentoring, contemporary text books, and 
software. 
 
When completing SIT2027, students will spend much of their time in Sapphires Training Restaurant and 
Conference Centre and SHAFT (Shailer Hospitality Advancing Food Training) commercial kitchen will be the main 
learning environment for SIT2037. 
 
Students will attend a 6 hour training session (at Shailer Park SHS) one day per week, and attend normal classes 
for the remaining four days.  Largely, the 6 hours will begin at 9:00am and finish at 3:00pm but may begin as early 
as 6:00am and finish by midday. Alternately we sometimes begin at 4pm and finish as late as 10:00pm.  This 
provides the students with the opportunity to include breakfast and dinner services in their experiences.  
 
As a consequence of the 6 hour block, student may miss some classes and have to catch up on work missed.  
 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
 
SIT2027 – Front of House Uniform 

·  Black dress pants /  skirt 
·  Black socks / stockings 
·  Closed in black leather shoes  
·  To be hired from the school – Sapphires shirt / blouse and Sapphires apron  

 
SIT20307 – Back of House Uniform (Chefs Uniform)   

·  Checked pants   
·  White chef jacket 
·  White neckerchief  
·  White apron 
·  Black skull cap  
·  Closed in black leather shoes  

 
 
 
 

NB  Available at Kitchenware Plus  
(Loganholme) for $65 with SPSHS 

student identification card. 
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Special Conditions 
Excursions will be organised to update students hospitality industry knowledge.  Estimated cost is $30. 
 
This is a practical subject with industry expectations and students are expected to: 

·  Wear correct hospitality uniform with pride, meeting grooming standards  
·  Meet safety and hygiene standards, grooming, work practices, behaviour 

 
Regular attendance is essential.  Students should notify their hospitality teacher by calling/ leaving a message on 
3451 2747 (as well as the attendance officer on 3451 2766) if they will be absent.  A significant amount of new 
knowledge and skills can be learnt and assessed in 6 hours.  
 
Students will be encouraged to attend a three day live-in and work ‘LIVET’ at Crown Plaza Royal Pines Resort Gold 
Coast in year 11/12.  This is non-compulsory at a cost of approximately $320 and is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to sample a broad range of hospitality job roles in a four star work place.  
 
Dedicated students will be invited to join the award winning SHINE Team in year 12.  These students play a 
leadership role in Sapphires Training Restaurant and Conference Centre and SHAFT and offers students the 
opportunity to specialise in front or back of house.  
 
Career or Courses  
On completion of both of these certificate courses, students will be ideal employees in many hospitality positions – 
food and beverage attendants, trainee barista, bar attendant etc.  
 
Students who wish to complete a higher qualification may consider 

·  Apprentice Chef (SIT20307 great start towards Certificate III Commercial cookery) 
·  Certificate IV or Diploma Hospitality Management (Certificate II both front and back of house ideal start) 
·  Food and Beverage Attendant with goals to be Shift Management (upgrade SIT20207 to Certificate III) 

 
Other Comments  
The hospitality industry provides a broad range of employment opportunities.  Students undertaking this course can 
ear 8 points towards their QCE while gaining industry qualifications.  During the two years, they also have the 
opportunity to be part of a team, build their self esteem, develop a range of interpersonal skills and have fun.  
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HOSPITALITY 
 
Prerequisites  
An interest in food preparation and service; willingness to be part of a team; motivation to learn and develop new 
skills.  
 
Skills Necessary  
The ability to listen and follow instructions, and a good work ethic.  
 
Content  
This course is designed to promote the development of practical skills and knowledge needed for employment in 
the hospitality industry.  Students will apply their skills and knowledge and be involved in planning and decision 
making in a variety of learning environments, including Sapphires Training Restaurant and Conference Centre and 
SHAFT (Shailer Hospitality Advancing Food Training) commercial kitchen.  
 
Over four semesters, this course will include: 

a) The study area core: 
·  The hospitality industry 
·  Communication for the hospitality industry 
·  Cultural awareness for the hospitality industry 
·  Workplace health, hygiene and safety procedures in the hospitality industry 
·  Hospitality event management  

b) The electives: 
·  Food production 
·  Beverage production 
·  Food and beverage service  

 
Level of Difficulty  
Successful hospitality students are often those who have a good work ethic, are present for all assessment and will 
follow all tasks through to completion to the best of their ability.  Students who seek extra assistance early in the 
course are able to demonstrate gradual improvement in results over the full two years.  Note the variety of forms of 
assessment noted below.  Such variety increases the chance of achievement for students with varying strengths.  
 
This subject is assessed in a variety of ways including: 

·  Continuous practical assessment  
·  Participation in functions (in and out of school hours) 
·  Excursions 
·  Written tasks-planning and decision making 
·  Class tests  

 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Students will be offered a broad range of learning opportunities including: demonstrations, guided learning, practical 
food and beverage preparation, restaurant service, excursions, peer mentoring, contemporary text books and 
software. 
 
In year 12, students will be encouraged to attend a three day live-in and work ‘LIVET’ at Crown Plaza Royal Pines 
Resort Gold Coast.  This is non-compulsory at a cost of approximately $320 and is a wonderful opportunity to 
sample a broad range of hospitality job roles working in a four star workplace.  
 
Assessment  
Hospitality is assessed in a variety of ways including:  

·  Continuous practical assessment 
·  Participation in functions 

o In and out of school time 
o Front (restaurant) and back (kitchen) of house 

·  Class tests 
 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Students will need to provide ingredients for the food items to be taken home which is generally on a weekly basis. 
Students will need to have black dress trousers or skirt, black chef’s skull cap, black closed in leather shoes with 
black socks/stockings, a white button-up collared shirt (long sleeve for boys and three-quarter length for girls), a ring 
binder folder with plastic sleeves and paper for each semester. 
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Special Conditions  
Excursions will be organised to update student hospitality industry knowledge.  Estimated cost is $30. 
This is a practical subject and students are expected to: 

·  Provide ingredients for practical cookery 
·  Wear hospitality uniform for functions 
·  Wear closed in leather shoes for kitchen and restaurant activities 

 
Careers or Courses  
The Hospitality industry offers good employment opportunities and students may also undertake a 
traineeship/apprenticeship where they can complete a Certificate III.  Careers for which Hospitality could be useful 
include: baker, chef, pastry cook, kitchen hand, caterer, cake decorator, food editor, air steward/stewardess, cook, 
food/ appliance demonstrator, concierge, food service, events management. 
 
Other Comments  
If you enjoy food preparation and have the ability to work independently and with others, this course will give you the 
opportunity to enhance your personal communication skills, grooming, confidence, time management and enjoy 
many successes.  These include: 

·  Fun and hard-work at Crown Plaza at Royal Pines Resort 
·  Becoming a member of the SHINE Team in year 12 
·  A variety of excursions 
·  Working back of house in SHAFT Commercial kitchen 
·  Working front of house in Sapphires Training Restaurant and Conference Centre 
·  Being involved in off-premises functions (e.g.:  Artwaves at the Logan City Art Gallery) 
·  Friendship and comradeship of working in teams  
·  The chance to enhance your resume/curriculum vitae with certificates supporting documentation, letters 

of thanks etc. 
·  Extra certificate courses offered e.g. Responsible Service of Alcohol.  
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COMPUTER AIDED DRAFTING - CAD  
 
 
Certificate III in Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) Pa rtnership Agreement with Skills Tech Australia. 
 
Program Overview 
Learn drafting skills for the 21st Century with a Certificate III in Computer Aided Drafting. This subject will provide 
you with industry level skills in computer aided drafting. The course is designed to meet the needs of designers, 
draftspersons, technicians, tradespersons and drawing office personnel in an office environment. You will gain 
skills in using CAD for the preparation of drawings, use of CAD practices and techniques, understanding the 
potential of CAD systems to integrate with other computer and management systems and implementing a basic 
CAD system in an industrial or office environment. 
 
Career opportunities 
This certificate is primarily aimed at students who are interested in working in the CAD industry. Upon successful 
completion of this course you will be ready to enter the workforce and be prepared to develop additional technical 
and workplace competencies and skills required of a CAD draftsperson, designer or engineer.  Employment areas 
include architectural drafting, interior and landscape design, civil and mechanical engineering and local authorities. 
 
Prerequisites  
There are no requirements for students to have studied Cad or Graphics in the Junior School. 
 
Teaching Strategies 
The majority of teaching and learning will be derived from teacher demonstrations, individual and group tutorials 
as well as project work.  Learning is hands on with students using interactive smart boards, computers and a 
variety of CAS packages including AutoCAD, Inventor and Revit. 
 
Assessment 
Throughout the course students will be exposed to a variety of learning experiences to which assessment 
procedures will be allocated.  These procedures will include formal testing, assignment work and drafting 
production.  All forms of assessment will contribute towards a student profile addressing understanding, reasoning 
processes and technical skill in drafting presentation. 
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GRAPHICS 
 
 
Visual communication among groups, industries and individuals has become more sophisticated and complex in 
our rapidly changing society. Visual stimuli, enhanced by new disciplines and technologies, make communication 
easier, however the ability to communicate effectively is still essential.  Graphics provides opportunities for the 
development of this visual communication. In their studies, students will collect, analyse and organise information in 
various forms, and plan and organise research and investigations.  
 
Implementation of the course 
Graphics involves devising and communicating graphical responses to best display objects or ideas. To facilitate 
this, the student will be involved in the planning, refinement, production and evaluation stages when responding to 
stimulus material (e.g. task, problem, question, object, idea, brief) within a contextual unit.  
 

Planning  can involve the interpretation and analysis of the task or 
problem, the gathering of information, ideation and/or investigation. The 
student is required to annotate each sample, idea, etc., individually or 
collectively, with statements that demonstrate their judgments about 
each. 

 
Refinement  is the optimisation of the graphical representation through 
consolidation and improvement of the idea or choice. Students need to 
justify their choices through annotations. Both the planning and 
development stages should be supported with annotated sketches 
which demonstrate the students’ visualisation of ideas. 

 
Production  of single or multiple graphical representations may be 
generated manually or electronically, and in some instances by a 
sketch. The graphical representations will reflect the knowledge, 
understanding and application of standards and conventions.  

 
Evaluation  provides the opportunity to judge the value of graphical 
representations in respect of the task or brief.  

 
Prerequisites  
It is advisable though not necessary for students to have successfully completed Graphics in the Junior School   
 
Skills Necessary  
Competent drafting skills or the ability and desire to acquire those skills. 
 
Content  
Senior Graphics comprises of the integration of three 
contextual units: 

1. Product Design,  
2. Business Graphics, and  
3. Built Environment. 

 
Within each of the three units are two areas of study: 

1. 3D Modelling 
2. 2D Drafting 

 
Level of Difficulty  
The subject requires constant work to achieve a satisfactory 
result.  The degree of difficulty increases steadily throughout 
the course, with students required to spend extended periods 
of time on  assignments to produce work of an acceptable 
standard. 
 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Depending upon content, teaching strategies may be full class demonstrations, group tutorials, individual tutoring 
or self tutoring. 
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Assessment  
Throughout the course, students will be exposed to a 
variety of learning experiences to which general 
assessment procedures will be allocated.  These 
procedures will include formal testing and assignments as 
well as class work.   
 
Careers or Courses  
Students motivated to study graphics can pursue 
vocational areas such as computer graphics, drafting, 
surveying, manufacturing or higher studies in science, 
architecture and engineering or use their studies to 
increase their general knowledge. 
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CONSTRUCTION 
 
 
 
Prerequisite 
There are no requirements for students to have studied Industrial Technology and Design to Year 10.  However, 
those students who have previous experience will have an advantage. 
 
Content 
The course is practical by nature with a moderate amount of theory.  The areas of study will include aspects from 
the Construction and Engineering Industries.  The skills students acquire relate to job readiness and are aimed at 
entry level into the Construction Industry.  Other areas of skill development will also be obtained in various 
manufacturing and engineering production processes. 
 
This subject enables students to gain experiences of work, life and leisure skills by integrating the study area core 
with a selection of units of work. For this subject, students will receive the relevant level of achievement for 
Industrial Technology and Design on their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 
 
Students will develop skills through the manufacture of trade related projects while broadening this technical 
knowledge by the study of relevant nationally accredited vocational training modules.  These modules will articulate 
to Certificate I construction. 
 
Teaching Strategies 
The majority of teaching will be derived from teacher demonstrations, individual and group tutorials.  Learning is 
hands on and students will use hand and power tools to produce projects.  Teacher guidance and demonstrations in 
the safe and proper use of machinery and equipment will be paramount. 
 
Assessment 
Competency based assessment will apply to each of the modules.  The student will be recorded as competent 
when the performance criteria associated with the outcome is confidently demonstrated.  Both theory and practical 
tests will be used to assess the student competencies.  Students will receive a level of achievement for the subject 
on their school report.   
 
Special Projects and Costs 
Costs are those related to the purchase of work boots and coveralls.  These are necessary for construction work 
and will be good preparation for the world of work. 
 
Careers or Courses 
Students successfully completing Construction may wish to apply those skills into the vocational fields of carpentry, 
building, formwork, project management, landscaping, engineering/manufacturing and mining industries. 
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MANUFACTURING 
 
Prerequisites  
Students without a background of Industrial Technology and Design have been able to cope with this subject well, 
but students who have completed Junior Graphics or Industrial Technology and Design have a distinct advantage.  
Students should also have at least a sound achievement in Junior English. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Reasonable hand skills and an interest in designing their own projects via discussion and problem solving 
techniques. 
 
Content  
Technology Studies is very much a design-based subject.  Students will design, make, appraise and re-design a 
variety of products to increase their awareness in real life situations.  Technology Studies offers students a depth of 
design and practical skills supported by appropriate theoretical studies.  It attempts to provide challenging 
opportunities to use knowledge and skills in the design and construction of relevant projects. 
 

Year 11 

Year 11 Foundation Year - Safety, Design and Proble m Solving: 
 
Safety is of paramount importance and will be a major consideration throughout the 
whole course.  Students will gain the basic concepts of design and problem solving in 
order to participate in the remaining Semesters.  Students will gain knowledge and 
understanding and skills in a variety of mediums.  Most common to the Industrial 
Technology and Design area are timber, timber products, plastics, light steel and sheet 
metal.  It is envisaged that skills and knowledge gained in Technology Studies will 
transfer to vocational, recreational academic skills. 
 

Year 12 

Year 12 Extension and Refinement: 
 
This year extends and refines the student’s involvement in the design process, safety 
and consideration of resources and constraints.  It involves in-depth study, of which a 
related research report, based on research skills development in Year 11, is an integral 
part of the study.   
 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Providing the student is prepared to give an honest effort to the subject, success is easily achieved. 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Very student oriented with guidance and demonstration in safe and proper use of machinery and equipment by the 
teacher.  A high level of assignment work each building on the knowledge gained in previous work. 
 
Assessment   
Students will be assessed via their practical projects, professional competence in the class body, theory tests and a 
folio containing their design work. 
 
Subject Changes  
As Semester One is mandatory, a student not in the subject from the beginning will find the course extremely 
difficult. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Students who elect to study this subject can pursue vocational areas such as designing, architecture, and 
engineering, any of the trades or use it to increase skills that may be used in a recreational activity after leaving 
school. 
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TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 
 
 
 
Prerequisites  
Students without a background of Industrial Technology and Design have been able to cope with this subject  well, 
but students who have completed Junior Graphics or Industrial Technology and Design have a distinct advantage.  
Students should also have at least a sound achievement in Junior English. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Reasonable hand skills and an interest in designing their own projects via discussion and problem solving 
techniques. 
 
Content  
Technology Studies is very much a design-based subject.  Students will design, make, appraise and re-design a 
variety of products to increase their awareness in real life situations.  Technology Studies offers students a depth of 
design and practical skills supported by appropriate theoretical studies.  It attempts to provide challenging 
opportunities to use knowledge and skills in the design and construction of relevant projects. 
 
Year 11 Year 11 Foundation Year - Safety, Design an d Problem Solving: 

 
Safety is of paramount importance and will be a major consideration throughout the 
whole course.  Students will gain the basic concepts of design and problem solving in 
order to participate in the remaining Semesters.  Students will gain knowledge and 
understanding and skills in a variety of mediums.  Most common to the Industrial 
Technology and Design area are timber, timber products, plastics, light steel and sheet 
metal.  It is envisaged that skills and knowledge gained in Technology Studies will 
transfer to vocational recreational skills. 
 

Year 12 Year 12 Extension and Refinement: 
 
This year extends and refines the student’s involvement in the design process, safety 
and consideration of resources and constraints.  It involves in-depth study, of which a 
related research report, based on research skills development in Year 11, is an integral 
part of the study.   
 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Providing the student is prepared to give an honest effort to the subject, success is easily achieved. 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Very student oriented with guidance and demonstration in safe and proper use of machinery and equipment by the 
teacher.  A high level of assignment work each building on the knowledge gained in previous work. 
 
Assessment   
Students will be assessed via their practical projects, professional competence in the class body, theory tests and a 
folio containing their design work. 
 
Subject Changes  
As Semester One is mandatory, a student not in the subject from the beginning will find the course extremely 
difficult. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Students who elect to study this subject can pursue vocational areas such as designing, architecture, and 
engineering, any of the trades or use it to increase skills that may be used in a recreational activity after leaving 
school. 
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ACCOUNTING 
 
 
Prerequisites  
No prerequisites. 
 
Content  
Do you like counting your money?  Accounting measures, 
records, communicates and interprets financial and other 
information about an organisation.  If you want a career as an 
accountant then this subject is for you.  If you need to learn 
how to budget your money better, then this subject may just 
suit you.  You do not have to be good at Mathematics to take 
Accounting but you have to be able to use a calculator.  Much 
of the Accounting will be practical. 
 
This course is designed to provide a foundation in the 
discipline of Accounting and to prepare students for university, 
TAFE or employment in the financial sector. 
 
This course promotes the development of numeracy, effective communication and logical reasoning (including 
analysis and interpretation, problem solving and decision making) in an accounting context.  In developing these 
skills and abilities students will study a range of theoretical and practical aspects of Accounting with a focus on the 
sole trader organisation.  Students will gain practical experience in the manipulation of Accounting software with a 
GST compliance component. 
 
Topics of Study include  

·  Foundation Studies 
·  Recording and Controls 
·  Reporting and Decision making 
·  Accounting package 
·  Elective Studies 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Students need to have a commitment to work consistently.   
 
Assessment  
Formal tests, computer applications/assignments, written reports.   The criteria assessed are: 

�  Routine practical procedures 
�  Challenging practical applications 
�  Knowledge, interpretation and evaluation 

 
Subject Changes  
Semester One provides a foundation for all work that follows.  It would be difficult for a student to enter this course 
after mid-Semester One. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Finance, Banking, Management, Investment, Industry, Marketing, Government, Economics, Accountancy, 
International Business Relations - unlimited. 
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BUSINESS ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT  
 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should be achieving at least at a sound level in English. 
 
Students may elect to study both Business Organisation and 
Management (BOM) and Certificate II in Business. 
 
Content 
Would you like to be your own boss?  Would you like to own or manage 
your own business?  Then Business Organisation and Management is the subject for you.  We will teach you how to 
start up and run your own business and teach you the management strategies to do this well.  We will give you 
opportunities to run a business venture (and keep the profits) and look at marketing and advertising techniques. 
 
This course of study is designed to prepare students for effective participation in society by providing them with the 
opportunity to study business organisations and managements in a systematic and coherent way.  Students should 
develop a critical understanding of how business organisations work, how they are managed, their goals, strategies, 
structures, technologies and environments, as well as the motivations and interests of the people involved. 
 
Students will be required to: 

·  Develop networks with industry members through interviews, excursions and informal and formal activities; 
·  Participate in action research; 
·  Develop a business plan; 
·  Conduct business ventures. 

 
Topics of study within Business Organisation and Ma nagement include: 
·  Nature of Business ·  Financial Management 
·  Organisations and Managements ·  Operations Management 
·  Entrepreneurship and Small Business ·  Human Resource Management 
·  Marketing Management ·  Business Plan 
·  Business Venture  
 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Business Organisation and Management is designed to challenge and extend students.  However students who 
work consistently are able to achieve in this course.   
 
Assessment  
A variety of assessment items are used including tests, assignments, action research, writing a business plan, oral 
presentation (individual and group), response to stimulus, oral presentations and projects.  
 
Subject Changes  
Students may have difficulty with the work if they enter this course after Semester One.  Students entering after 
Semester One may have difficulty in completing all units from the certificate without considerable effort.  
 
Careers or Courses  
This course provides a good foundation for those wishing to pursue careers in business, public relations, finance, 
communication, international business etc.  Studying for a Bachelor of Business at a university is a very popular 
option. 
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CERTIFICATE II IN BUSINESS 
 

 
BSB20101 Certificate II in Business 
 
Prerequisites  
No prerequisites. 
 
Content  
If you don’t want to go to university but you’d like to know more about running a business and working effectively in 
a business environment then Certificate II in Business is designed for you.  By selecting Certificate II in Business as 
a subject you will have the opportunity to achieve a nationally recognised certificate in Business.  Students who 
would like to go to university who would like to achieve this additional qualification may also like to elect to study this 
subject. 
Business is designed for students who wish to develop a practical understanding of basic business procedures.  
Business provides students with the opportunity to develop skills that are essential in a business environment.   
 
Level of Difficulty  
This course is suitable for all students.  
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Activities are practically based, although there are some formal lessons.  Student will gain practical experience in 
aspects of business.  It is strongly recommended that students studying Business undertake structured work 
placement or a traineeship. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment is competency based.  Students are encouraged to ensure they demonstrate all of the skills and 
knowledge that forms part of the certificate.  For some students, this may mean revisiting a task in order to 
demonstrate that they are competent.   
 
Students who have acquired other skills from employment have the opportunity to have these recognised through 
Recognition of Prior Learning. 
 
The majority of the assessment is completed in class time and involves students in practical business situations.  A 
variety of assessment items will be used including folios of work, presentations (individual and group), computer 
based activities, tests, group tasks, workplace and teacher observations, research and project work, recording of 
business procedures and financial transactions, and practical activities.  On-the-job assessment is encouraged for 
those participating in structured work placement or traineeship. 
 
Subject Changes  
Students may enter at any time however student entering after the commencement of Year 11 must realise they will 
not complete all competencies without extra effort. 
 
Careers or Courses  
This course provides a good foundation for those wishing to pursue careers in business environment.  Students 
completing Business may like to further their studies at a TAFE or via private providers by enrolling in a Certificate 
III and/or IV in Business after finishing year 12. 
 
Qualification 
This course contributes to the Queensland Certificate of Education and provides students with the opportunity to 
complete BSB201011 Certificate II in Business.  
 
Students and parents need to be aware that students will not receive a rating for this subject.  Students will receive 
competencies in modules that have been successfully studied.  Students who successfully complete all of the 
required modules will be awarded Certificate II in Business. 
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Examples of the modules currently on offer in these certificates include: 
 

BSBCMN201A Work effectively in a business environment 

BSBCMN202A Organise and complete daily work activities 

BSBCMN203A Communicate in the workplace 

BSBCMN204A Work effectively with others 

BSBCMN205A Use business technology 

BSBCMN207A Prepare and process financial/business documents 

BSBCMN208A Deliver a service to customers 

BSBCMN211A Participate in workplace safety procedures 

BSBCMN212A Handle mail 

BSBCMN213A Produce simple word processed documents 

BSBCMN105A Use business equipment 
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BSBCMN108A Develop keyboard skills 

 



 53 

CERTIFICATE II IN MULTIMEDIA  
 
 
Prerequisites 
No prerequisites. 
 
Studying one of the Visual Arts subjects would complement your studies in 
Multimedia. 
 
Content  
Multimedia is about richer forms of communication and is the combination of media elements including video, 
sound, graphics, text and animation.  Students gain skills in digital imaging, creating graphics, producing and 
updating basic web pages, producing multimedia components, editing multimedia material and producing 2D 
animation.  Along with the practical elements of multimedia, students will be looking at the multimedia industry itself, 
considering aspects of Workplace and Health and some of the theory associated with working in the multimedia 
industry. 
 
You will have the opportunity to achieve the nationally recognised CUF20601 Certificate II in Multimedia.  Students 
who may be interested in studying Certificates in Multimedia through QANTM may be interested in this subject. 
 
Level of Difficulty 
This course is suitable for all students with an interest in multimedia.  
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
There is extensive use of computers throughout this course. Students need to be motivated.  Self-paced tutorial 
work will be included throughout this course.   
 
Assessment 
Assessment includes folios, multimedia presentations, projects, written tasks and work sheets.  
 
Subject Changes 
It is not recommended that students enter the course after Semester One as they will find it difficult to complete the 
entire certificate.  
 
Careers or Courses 
Students may enrol in relevant courses in university, TAFE or other training providers.  These courses include: 
 

·  Certificate III in Multimedia 
·  Certificate IV in Multimedia 
·  Diploma of Multimedia 
·  Advanced Diploma of Multimedia 
·  Bachelor of Multimedia 
·  Bachelor of Information 

 

·  Web Developer 
·  2D/3D Animator 
·  Interface Designer 
·  Graphic Designer 
·  eBusiness Developer 

 

 
 
 
Qualification 
This course contributes to the Queensland Certificate of Education 
and provides students with the opportunity to complete CUF20601 
Certificate II in Multimedia.  
 
Students and parents need to be aware that students will not 
receive a rating for this subject.  Students will receive 
competencies in modules that they have been successfully studied.  
Students who successfully complete the required modules will be 
awarded Certificate II in Multimedia.  The aim of the course is to 
enable all students to successfully complete this certificate. 
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Students will study two (2) core modules plus seven (7) electives from those listed below: 
 

CUFGEN01A Develop and apply industry knowledge  (CORE) 

CUFSAF01A Follow health, safety and security procedures  (CORE) 

CUFMEM01A Use an authoring tool to create an interactive sequence 

ICPMM63BA Access the Internet 

CUSRAD01A Collect and organise information 

ICPMM11BA Identify components of multimedia 

ICATU006B Operate computing packages 

CUFMEM14A Create, manipulate and incorporate 2D graphics 

CULMS413A Use information technology 

CUFMEM12A Update web pages 

CUFIMA01A Produce and manipulate digital images 

ICAITU005B Operate computer hardware 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
 
Prerequisites  
No prerequisites. 
 
Content 
Information and Communications Technology provides you with the opportunity to develop your computing skills in a 
practical hands on environment.  You will use a wide variety of software, develop practical skills for your future 
employment and learn more about the multimedia and games industry.  There is a strong emphasis on multimedia 
in this subject.   
 
Study areas include: 

·  Website development 
·  Animation 
·  Digital still imaging 
·  Digital video 
·  Multimedia authoring 
·  Document production 
·  Game development 

 
 
 
Level of Difficulty  
This course is suitable for all students.  
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload 
Activities are practically based, although there are some formal lessons.  Students will use computers most lessons 
to gain experience in a range of software applications.  Self-paced tutorial work will be included for some of the 
work. 
 
Assessment 
The majority of assessment is via practical assignments completed in class time. A range of assessment items are 
used including documents folios, multimedia presentations, development web sites and evaluation reports. 
 
Subject Changes 
Students may enter at any time however those entering after the commencement of year 11 may experience 
difficulties if they do not put in extra effort. 
 
Careers or Courses 
Computing skills are required in a wide variety of jobs.  This course gives experience in the use of a range of 
industry standard software.  It is also relevant to a career in Information Technology including software applications, 
web design, multimedia and help desk support.  Students completing Information and Communications Technology 
may like to continue their studies in Information Technology at a TAFE or via private providers.  There are many 
certificates or training qualifications in Information Technology available for students to pursue.  Certificates II, III 
and IV in Information Technology and Multimedia are available. 
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INFORMATION PROCESSING AND TECHNOLOGY  
 
 
Prerequisites  
Year 10 Mathematics Sound Achievement minimum (High 

Achievement or above recommended) 
Year 10 English Sound Achievement minimum 
 
The study of TEC642 in Year 10 would be an advantage. 
 
 
Content  
Information Processing and Technology (IPT) is about creating the programs and information systems that other 
people use.  The major areas of study are: 

a) software development with an emphasis on games programming 
b) designing databases and creating information systems - developing online databases 

 
Students will also look at the basics of how computer systems function, study human computer interaction and 
reflect on the social and ethical issues related to the use of computers in our society. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Problem solving and communicating are essentials skills in this subject.  Information Processing and Technology 
revolves around two major themes:  developing online databases and games programming.  You will be required to 
learn the basics of a programming language and this requires attention to detail. Once the fundamentals have been 
learnt they need to apply this knowledge to solve problems. Good reading and comprehension skills are also 
required as students will be required to consider the social and ethical issues relating to the use of Information 
Technology and write specification documents for projects. 
 
Level of Difficulty 
Information Processing and Technology is not a general purpose subject.  It is designed to challenge and extend.  
Students whose primary interest is in learning about computers or gaining experiences with software packages are 
advised to selection Information and Communications Technology rather than Information Processing and 
Technology.  IPT has a strong problem solving and design emphasis. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
There is extensive use of computers in the planning of solutions, developing software and in the preparation and 
presentation of essays and documentation. There is however a significant theoretical component to this subject. 
Students must be prepared to work consistently and spend time practising skills and developing plans.   
 
Assessment 
Assessment includes a combination of practical exercises, essays, presentations, examinations and projects.  You 
may be asked to complete tasks such as creating a specific program, creating a game, developing an information 
system and developing a web site. 
 
Subject Changes 
It is not recommended that students enter the course after mid-Semester One. 
 

 
Careers or Courses 
Careers and courses in Information Technology include the following 
areas:  Web development, Technical Support, Database Design and 
Administration, Systems Analysis and Design, E-Commerce, Data 
Communications, Software Development, Multimedia, Cryptology, 
Network Management, Games development.  The course is also 
designed to prepare you for future work in technology, commerce, 
management, accounting, law, electronics, robotics, multimedia, 
science, teaching, communications, technology writer etc.  There are a 
wide variety of Information Technology courses available at 
universities, TAFE and private providers. 
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MATHEMATICS A  
 
 
Prerequisites  
Sound Achievement in Year 10 Mathematics. 
 
Skills Necessary  
No particular skills necessary though an interest in Mathematics is 
an obvious asset. 
 
 
Content  
The course aims to strengthen and extend the mathematical skills 
taught in the Junior School.  The course focuses on the application 
of mathematics in real life situations.  There are three main strands 
and an extension topic.  They are: 
 
 
Managing Money:  earning, spending, investing, simple and compound interest, effective and nominal 

rates, notion of present value, inflation, consumer credit, and taxation. 
 
Applied Geometry:  sine, cosine and tangent ratios, latitude, longitude, time interpretation of scale 

drawings and plans the geometry of bracing land measurement and position, contour 
and topographical concepts. 

 
Probability/Statistics: calculation and interpretation of statistical measures and their comparison, concept of 

regression, simple and binomial probability sampling, hypothesis testing and statistical 
simulation. 

 
Operations Research: Networks and Queuing.  This is the extension topic in which students become familiar 

with the mathematics involved in shortest path and minimum spanning tree algorithms 
as well as queuing problems. 

 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Less theoretical than Mathematics B but still commensurate with a full Authority subject. 
 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Students receive formal instruction and, at times, would be involved in group work, research, investigation and 
modelling and computer assisted activities. 
 
Assessment  
Formal assessment will comprise at least one major assignment, together with two pen and paper test sessions per 
semester.  Some practical work will be involved. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Students require a full scientific/statistical calculator - cost approximately $20. 
 
Changing levels of Mathematics 
In Term One, similar topics are studied in Mathematics B to facilitate movement of students between the two 
subjects.  Movement to Prevocational Mathematics is possible at any time. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Mathematics A caters for a wide spectrum of post secondary situations including direct entry to the workforce and 
some forms of vocational training.  It is generally not a prerequisite for any tertiary study. 
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MATHEMATICS B  
 
 
Prerequisites  
High Achievement in Year 10 Mathematics with a demonstrated ability in Algebra.   
Six semesters of Mathematics in the Junior school which include MAJ503 and MAJ603. 
 
Skills Necessary  
General mathematical ability and interest with a degree of abstract thought capability. 
 
Content  
This course prepares students for further study of Mathematics (and related courses) at tertiary institutions.  Though 
every attempt is made to apply the content taught to the real world, many of the concepts are highly theoretical in 
their nature.  Students will undertake studies in applied geometry, various forms of algebraic functions, rates of 
change, periodic functions and their applications, exponential and logarithmic functions, financial mathematics and 
optimisation. 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Students who do not have the prerequisites and skills listed above will have difficulty succeeding with this course.  
Most students would rate the course as having a high level of difficulty. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
There will be some formal instruction combined with group work, investigation and research assignments.  The 
development of the necessary skills and concepts requires a consistent approach to both class work and 
homework. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment will comprise two formal pen and paper test sessions per semester as well as a mathematical 
investigation and/or research assignment per semester. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Students require a full scientific/statistical calculator - approximately $20. 
Optional:  Graphics calculator instead of the scientific calculator. 
 
Subject Changes  
Movement to Mathematics A is possible.  Mastery of concepts and applications in a foundational structure 
necessarily means movement into the subject after Term One would be difficult. 
 
Careers or Courses  
As the subject is a prerequisite for a number of tertiary courses, it leads to a number of professional and semi-
professional careers. 
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MATHEMATICS C 
 
 
Prerequisites  
High Achievement in Year 10 Mathematics as a minimum and an 
interest in mathematical thinking. 
Six semesters of Mathematics in the Junior school which include 
MAJ503 and MAJ603. 
 
Skills Necessary  
High level of abstract thought. 
 
Content  
This course prepares students for further study of Mathematics and 
related courses at tertiary institutions.  It aims to broaden a student’s 
knowledge of mathematics by studying topics such as the Real and 
Complex number systems, Matrices and Applications, Vectors and 
Applications, Integral Calculus, Structures and Patterns and two option 
topics which may vary depending on identified student need and/or 
interest. 
 
Level of Difficulty  
It is a highly academic subject which requires the simultaneous study 
of Mathematics B.  Most students would rate this subject as having a 
high level of difficulty. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Mainly formal instruction though there will be opportunities for group work, investigations and research 
assignments.  A consistent approach to class work and homework is necessary. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment will comprise two formal pen and paper test sessions per semester, as well as a mathematical 
investigation and/or research assignment per semester. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Students require a full scientific/statistical calculator - approximately $20. 
Optional:  Graphics calculator instead of scientific calculator. 
 
Subject Changes 
Movement out of the subject is possible.  As the subject is sequential in its development, movement into the subject 
at a later stage would be difficult. 
 
Careers or Courses  
This course is listed as a prerequisite for a number of tertiary courses including some engineering, science and 
computer science courses. 
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PREVOCATIONAL MATHEMATICS  
 
 
Prerequisites  
Completion of six (6) semesters of Mathematics in the junior school. Recommended for students entering trade, 
vocation or employment prior to or after Year 12. 
 
 
Skills Necessary  
Basic numeracy skills and the ability to apply these to various life-related contexts. 
 
 
Content  
The course aims to provide students with a relevant and practical mathematics basis for life after school.  The 
course contains five (5) topics to be studied over the two years. 
 

Mathematics for Interpreting Society:..........................Number 

Mathematics for Interpreting Society:..........................Data 

Mathematics for Personal Organisation:.....................Location and Time 

Mathematics for Practical Purposes: ..........................Measurement 

Mathematics for Personal Organisation:.....................Finance 

 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Easy to medium. 
 
 
Teaching strategies / Workload  
Students receive formal instruction and at times would be involved in 
group work, investigation and computer assisted activities. 
 
 
Assessment  
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways.  Students may be 
required to construct models, use computer software or calculators, write 
assignments, carry out investigations or give oral presentations on a 
prepared topic.  Students will also undertake pen and paper tests.  All 
assessment is conducted in class and will consist of individual and group 
work. 
 
 
Special Equipment and Costs 
Students require a scientific calculator.  Cost is approximately $25. 
 
 
Subject Changes  
Movement into the course will be possible at any stage provided assessment requirements can be met. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 
 



 63 

BIOLOGY 
 
Prerequisites 
Science Year 10 (High Achievement advisable) and in an interest in the 
natural sciences. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Students need to be able to learn and recall content as well as apply their 
knowledge in simple situations.  They must be able to collect, record and 
manipulate data.  In addition, they must be able to apply their abilities in 
novel and challenging situations.  Manipulative skills must also be 
satisfactory to demonstrate proficiency and safety with apparatus and 
equipment in laboratory work.  Good reading and comprehension skills as 
well as the ability to participate effectively in class discussions are 
important for success in this subject. A disciplined approach to homework 
and good study skills are essential. 
 
Content  
Biology is the study of living things (organisms).  During this course, students will study the procedures, techniques 
and approaches taken by biologists in a contextual learning style.  These scientists observe organisms, ask 
questions about living things and then attempt to answer these queries in a scientific way. 
 

Semester 1  
Organisms and Their Environments 
(Important Australian Ecosystems - Great Barrier Reef, Stradbroke Island, Tasmania’s Old 
Growth Forests, Kakadu) 

Semester 2 
Functioning Organisms 
(Investigating the Controversial Issues – A past, present and future look at medical and 
scientific advancements in organism functioning) 

Semester 3 
Challenge to Survive  
(Surviving in the world today) 

Semester 4 
Back to the Future 
(The effect of genetics and evolution on tomorrow’s generation)  

 
Level of Difficulty  
Many students who wish to study a senior Science subject often take Biology under the mistaken idea that it will be 
easy.  Students will find that the reading workload is quite substantial and must be carried out in a regular fashion by 
keeping homework up to date. 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Students are given considerable assistance in developing specific note-making skills, language skills, practical skills 
and problem-solving skills.  Students are given ample opportunity to debate and discuss current scientific issues 
and topics. 
 
Workload  
Four lessons per week plus three hours per week consolidation outside school time.  An additional one hour 
revision session should also be included each week.  Lessons move at a brisk pace and regular homework is 
necessary for success.  Related practicals are carried out regularly to support the theory work. 
 
Assessment  
Throughout the four semesters, there are 12 pieces of assessment.  Assessment consists of extended 
experimental investigations, research assignments, oral presentations, scientific reports, argumentative essays and 
written exams. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
A mandatory camp will be held in first semester (ap proximately $180) and trips to other areas to make up 
the required amount of field studies will be advise d.   
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Subject Changes  
Since field work is a necessary requirement of the syllabus and field excursions are 
written into the program for Semester One, students are advised not to enter the 
subject after the completion of Semester One. 
 
Courses and Careers  
Careers for which Biology is useful include Medicine and Therapies, Microbiology, 
Agriculture, Forestry, Nursing, Veterinary Assistance and other science related fields 
including science teacher. 
 
Other Comments  
Students should enter the Australian Schools Science Competition held in May - cost 
$6.00. 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
 
Prerequisites 
Yr 10 Science Sound Achievement minimum, High Achievement advisable 
Yr 10 Maths  Sound Achievement minimum, High Achievement advisable 
 
 
Skills Necessary  
Students need to be able to learn and recall content as well as apply their knowledge in 
simple situations.  They must be able to collect, record and manipulate data.  In addition, 
they must be able to apply their abilities in novel and challenging situations.  Manipulative 
skills must also be satisfactory to demonstrate proficiency and safety with apparatus and 
equipment in laboratory work. The ability to participate effectively in class discussions is 
important for success in this subject.  
 
Content  
Chemistry studies substances and the way they interact.  Today, all over the world, 
chemicals are manufactured for a multitude of purposes from bombs to baby foods.  
Practical applications of these substances and their manner of production, especially in 
the laboratory, form the basis of this subject. 
 
Semester 1  Techniques, Units and Fundamentals; Discovery through Experiment; Formulas and 

Equations; The Structure of Atoms; Gases, Solids and Liquids. 
 

Semester 2 The Arrangement of Electrons in Atoms;  Atomic Structure;  Chemical Reactions;  The 
Periodic Table;  Energy Changes in Chemical Reactions; Carbon Chemistry.   
 

Semester 3 Chemical Equilibrium; Acids and Bases; Ionic Equilibrium; Oxidation and Reduction; 
Solutions; Chemical Bonds and Molecular Shape. 
 

Semester 4 Rates of Reaction; Intermolecular Forces; Thermo chemistry; Carbon Chemistry; 
Hydrocarbons; Polymers; Electrochemical Cells. 
 

 
 
Course Expectations   
Chemistry is an academic subject requiring a high level of commitment.  SA level of achievement in Year 10 
Mathematics is also a desirable prerequisite.  Students must be prepared to work constantly and consistently 
throughout the course.  An organised homework pattern and efficient study skills are required to achieve in this 
subject. 
 
Workload  
This course consists of a mix of theoretical and practical lessons developed to enhance student understanding.  
The workload comprising of four lessons per week, plus three hours consolidation outside school time.  An 
additional one hour revision session should also be included each week.  Lessons move at a brisk pace and regular 
homework is necessary for success. 
 
Assessment  
Students complete a variety of assessment items; written examinations, Extended Experimental Investigations and 
Extended Response Tasks.  
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
A mandatory Chemistry excursion to the Logan City C ouncil Waster Water Treatment Plant will be held in  
third semester (approximately $10) and trips to oth er areas for the required amount of field studies t o be 
advised as needed. A scientific calculator (approximately $26) is essential.  
 
Subject Changes  
Theoretically, it is possible to enter the course at any stage because all the units are fairly discrete.  But, since a 
student is most likely to have missed the fundamentals in the first semester, any student thinking of entering after 
Semester One would be advised not to do so. 
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Courses and Careers  
Careers for which Chemistry is useful include engineering, industry - 
quality control, water purity, medical laboratory, research laboratory, 
chemist, pharmacist, laboratory attendant, science teacher.  Many 
professional science careers require Chemistry. 
 
Other Comments  
Students must enter the Australian Chemistry Quiz held in May - cost 
$6.00.  
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MULTI-STRAND SCIENCE 
 
 
Prerequisites  
A pass in Year 10 Science (Sound) would help ensure success in 
this subject. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Students need to be able to learn and recall content as well as 
apply their knowledge  
in simple situations.  They must be able to collect, record and 
manipulate data.  In 
addition, they must be able to apply their abilities in novel and 
challenging situations.  Manipulative skills must also be 
satisfactory to demonstrate proficiency and safety with apparatus 
and equipment in laboratory work.  As this subject has a practical 
bias, an understanding of the scientific method and good basic 
practical skills are important. 
 
Content  
Multi-Strand Science is an activity-based course intended to give students a general background in the disciplines 
of Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science.  It fulfils a need for those students wishing to do a science 
subject but at a lower level than the other subjects.  Multi-Strand Science emphasises real life science in an 
experimental way. 
 
Year 1 (11) Fashion and Science, Plant Resources, Disasters, Consumer Science, Water Studies. 
 
Year 2 (12) Managing Natural Resources, Forensic Science, Communication, The Human Body. 
 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Experience has shown that many students select Multistrand Science because they feel that it is an easy option.  
However, for students who wish to successfully complete this subject it is essential for them to consistently submit 
auxiliary assessment items such as assignments, folios and experimental write-ups since these contribute 35 
percent to the final exit testing schedule.  To achieve well, students must do regular homework to consolidate the 
ideas developed in class activities.  Even if students are not top scholars but are prepared to put in a medium 
amount of effort, they should be successful in this subject. 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Students are given considerable assistance in developing specific note-making skills, language skills, practical skills 
and problem-solving skills.  As much practical work as possible will be undertaken.  Students must be prepared to 
work constantly and regularly.  This will necessitate organised homework patterns and good study skills from 
students. 
 
Workload  
Four lessons per week plus three hours per week consolidation outside school time.  An additional one hour 
revision session should also be included each weekend. 
 
Assessment  
For each semester students complete two examinations, one assignment, one practical examination and write-up of 
experiments. 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
An excursion will be held in Semester Two costing approximately $40.  A scientific calculator ($26) is essential. 
 
Subject Changes  
Because the units in the various semesters are discrete, students could enter during any semester. 
 
Courses and Careers  
Any career requiring a general background in Science.  Multi-Strand Science leads to life skills as a citizen, 
consumer, parent, individual, spectator and participant. 
 
Other Comments  
Students should enter the Australian Schools Science Competition held in May - cost $6. 
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PHYSICS 
 
Prerequisites  
Year 10 Science  - High Achievement or Very High Achievement 
Year 10 Mathematics - High Achievement or Very High Achievement 
 
Skills Necessary  
Students need to be able to learn and recall content as well as apply their knowledge in simple situations.  They 
must be able to collect, record and manipulate data.  In addition, they must be able to apply their abilities in novel 
and challenging situations.  Manipulative skills must also be satisfactory to demonstrate proficiency and safety with 
apparatus and equipment in laboratory work. Good reading and comprehension skills as well as the ability to 
participate effectively in class discussions are important for success in this subject. A disciplined approach to 
homework and good study skills are essential. 
 
Content  
Stated simply, physics is the search for relationships that explain and predict behaviour of the universe.  Technology 
is the application of these relationships to our needs and goals.  Through the concepts of matter, motion, force and 
energy, science and technology can be combined in the subject of physics in a contextual learning style. 
 
Semester 1  Mathematical and experimental techniques, study of motion  

 
Semester 2 Collisions, thermal physics, optics 

 
Semester 3 Wave motion, sound, electricity, DC circuits, electro-magnetism 

 
Semester 4 Electronics, atomic and nuclear physics 

 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Physics is a very demanding subject requiring the highest degree of academic ability and problem-solving skill.  
High Achievement level in Year 10 Mathematics is a desirable prerequisite.  Students must be prepared to work 
constantly and regularly at a high rate especially with their reading and comprehension.  This will necessitate 
organised homework patterns and good study skills from students. 
 
Workload  
Four lessons per week plus three hours per week consolidation outside school time.  An additional one hour 
revision session should also be included each weekend.  Lessons move at a brisk pace and regular homework is 
necessary for success. 
 
Assessment  
Throughout the four semesters, there are eight pieces of assessment, although usually only the four assessment 
items for year 12 will count for the exit Level of Achievement.  Assessment consists of extended experimental 
investigations, extended research tasks and written tasks. 
 
Special Equipment and Costs 
A mandatory combined Chemistry and Physics camp wil l be held in third semester (approximately $180) 
and trips to other areas such as Dreamworld to make  up the required amount of practical studies will b e 
advised as needed . A scientific calculator ($26) is essential.  
 
Subject Changes  
Although the semesters contain discrete content areas, the process approach which requires a continuous 
development throughout the course would inhibit any student from entering after Semester One. 
 
Courses and Careers  
Physics helps build a foundation for a variety of technical and engineering careers and is useful for other science 
related fields such as medicine, dentistry, optometry and radiography.  Careers for which physics is useful include: 
engineering, radiography, architecture, physicist, technician, electronic constructor, computer hardware developer 
and science teacher. 
 
Other Comments 
Students should enter the Australian Schools Science Competition held in May – cost $6 
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ANCIENT HISTORY  

 
Minimum Prerequisites 
Consistent Sound Achievement in Year 9/10 Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE) and English. 
 
Skills Necessary 
Ancient History will not only broaden your knowledge of the past by providing a unique insight into the fascinating 
lives of ancient peoples and their civilisations, but it will also provide skills and values that you will need and use in 
contemporary life. These include the ability to investigate and research effectively, understand the principles of 
cause and effect, analyse data, interpret information and detect bias, evaluate sources and formulate informed 
decisions and sound judgements. 
 
Organisation and Content 
The course is centred on themes, and within each theme are inquiry topics (in-depth) and bridging studies.  
Students will students investigate traditional civilisations such as Western Asia, Egypt, Greece and Rome, but a 
range of new and interesting topics may be studied, such as Australian Archaeology (indigenous and modern day), 
Meso-America (Mayas, Aztecs and Incas) cultures, Asian cultures (India, China etc), Marine Archaeology as well as 
the period after the fall of Rome and into the Middle Ages. 
 
Semester 1  Archaeological and reconstructive techniques;  Significant archaeological finds;  

Archaeology in Western Asia and Egypt;  Australian archaeological sites;  An in-depth 
study of an Australian archaeological site, either indigenous or modern. 
 

Semester 2  Everyday life in the ancient civilisations which will include a selection from the following 
societies: Western Asia, Ancient Egypt, India, China, Meso-American cultures, Aegean 
civilisations and Ancient Rome. 
 

Semester 3  Rome! The City-State that ruled the known (western) world. From Pre-Republic, Republic 
and Imperial Rome. 

Semester 4 Personalities in history; the influence of groups in ancient societies or studies of religion. 

 
Level of Difficulty 
Students with a passion for history and adventure apply here! Competent reading and writing skills with a flair for 
investigation and enquiry. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload 
Research and investigation. Good listening, note-taking and note making skills. Reading and analysing historical 
documents and sources, viewing visual materials, primary and secondary sources, discussion and hypothesis 
testing. 
 
Assessment 
A combination of essay, multimodal presentations (written and spoken), response to stimulus test, short objective 
test.  A maximum of three pieces of assessment per semester. 
 
Subject Changes 
At the end of each semester.  
 
Excursions 
Field trips are an integral and interesting feature of this subject. Experience what it 
is like to actually be involved in an archaeological dig or visit a museum providing 
a once-a-lifetime opportunity of seeing precious, ancient exhibits.  Cost: 
approximately $25 per year dependant on participati on.  
 
Careers or Courses 
Archaeologist, Historian, Palaeontology, Journalist, Teacher, Research Officers in 
all fields, Tour Guide, Tourist Officer, Airline Steward, Forensic Scientist, Police 
Officer, Defence Forces, Politics, Law, The Arts (especially Architecture), and 
Public Service. 
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JAPANESE  
 
 
This subject will be offered to students who have completed Year 10 Japanese. 
 
 
Prerequisites  
A solid sound achievement (minimum) at Year 10 level. 
 
Content  
The topics in the four semesters of Japanese are of a practical as well as a cultural 
nature.  These topics are directed more towards helping students acquire skills that 
relate to every day situations and language (eg: dealing with other people, talking about 
themselves).  They will learn the necessary vocabulary and conversational skills and 
then with practice will be expected to understand and speak the language in the 
specific contexts studied (eg: at the doctor’s, at the travel agency, etc).  They are also 
expected to be able to write in Japanese scripts fluently.  Although some of the topics 
mentioned above have been dealt with in Year 10, it is here expanded and prepares 
the student to deal with the situation at a more complex level. 
 
Level of Difficulty  
Although it’s not intended to be an elitist subject, Japanese is often viewed that way by students.  There is no doubt 
the subject is quite challenging, but devoted students who study outside of class will not have difficulty achieving 
well. 
 
Teaching Strategies  
Apart from the usual chalk and talk lessons, students will also be participating in many simulated situations (role 
plays) to practise their Japanese to a fluent level.  They will also be expected to make use of computers for writing 
Japanese. 
 
Workload  
4 x 52 minute periods. Students are expected to complete 30 minutes of homework or study time for each school 
day. 
 
Assessment  
Equal weighting in each of the four following areas assessed on an A to E basis: 
(a) Oral skills: .............. 25 % (role play, oral delivery, interview with teacher). 
(b) Aural skills: .............. 25 % (listening comprehensions, summaries). 
(c) Written skills:........... 25 % (scripts, paragraphs, dialogues, summaries, forms, questionnaires). 
(d) Reading skills: ......... 25 % (comprehension tests, following commands and directions). 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Textbooks are provided by textbook hire scheme.  Students provide own stationery.  A dictionary is recommended. 
 
Assignments  
Since Japanese is based on interpersonal communication, there are few assignments. 
 
Courses and Careers  

·  A variety of tertiary courses in tourism, hospitality, education, business studies (especially Asian Studies), 
politics, journalism, linguistics, and defence forces. 

·  Studying Japanese will also provide a basis for learning any other language. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 
 
Prerequisites  
Nil.  Highly recommended students have minimum Sound Achievement in English and Studies of Society and the 
Environment. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Interest in the law, justice and/or business. Ability to read, analyse and discuss a wide range of written and visual 
materials. Research skills are a major component. Interest in social issues, policies and / or government would be 
an advantage. 
 
 
Study Focus 
Semester 1  The legal system and how laws are made and administ ered. The court system, crime 

and punishment are the main focus.  
 

Semester 2 Civil Law and how disputes between indiv iduals are resolved . Contract law is 
examined as well as the law of negligence & other torts.  Social and legal developments 
in society such as class actions are studied. 
 

Semester 3 Life issues and how the law is a major p art of adult life including Family Law  
(Marriage, Divorce and its consequences), Jobs and Industrial issues. 
 

Semester 4 The role of law in society (bdd).  How l aws are changed – Aboriginal Land Rights. 
Independent Study:  An in-depth investigation by students into a contemporary issue of 
their choice. 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Moderate to difficult depending on skill level and ability. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Research, listening in class, analysis of legal cases, viewing videos 
and extended writing. 
 
Assessment  
Essay; Research assignment - written and oral; Stimulus response.  
Five pieces per year.. 
 
Excursions  
One excursion in Year 11 - approximately $15 each.  Field studies 
are mandatory. 
 
Special Conditions  
Day uniform must be worn on excursions. 
 
Subject Changes  
Not recommended .  Term One of Semester One is a Foundation 
Unit. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Solicitor, Journalism, 
Public Service, Public Relations, Teaching, Accountant, Business 
Management, Real Estate, Actuary, Insurance, Banking & Finance, 
Small Business, Police, Social Worker. 
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 MODERN HISTORY 
 
 
Prerequisites  
Minimum consistent Sound Achievement in Year 9/10 Studies of Society and the Environment and English. 
 
Skills Necessary  
Interest in the past and a capacity to wonder ‘what if…..’. Comprehension of written/oral material.  Ability to write 
essays supporting points with historical evidence/cases.  Research using book, newspaper, visual resources and 
the internet. 
 
Overview 
Through the study of history, we can understand why  our modern world is the way it is . Students can 
understand the processes of change and continuity that have shaped today’s world, their causes, and the roles 
people have played in those processes.  They can understand that there are relationships between our needs and 
interests and a range of historical issues, people and events. Students will develop these understandings through 
processes of critical inquiry, debate and reflection, and through empathetic engagement with the standpoint of 
others. 
 
 
Study Focus 
Semester 1  Studies of Conflict  

World War II causes and outcomes, cold war conflicts, terrorism causes and impacts. 
 

Semester 2 History of Ideas and Beliefs  
European Expansion, USA Imperialism, Race Relationships in USA 
 

Semester 3 National Histories  
Australia 1788 to 1918; Australia between wars;  Australia in World War II and Post 
World War II Alliances. 
 

Semester 4 Studies of Power  
Western Imperialism in Asia, China, Japan, Vietnamese Independence. 
 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Moderate to difficult depending on student skill level and ability. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Research, listening in class, reading and analysing historical documents, viewing videos, essay writing, internet. 
 
Assessment  
Essay, assignment, written and oral, document study and content test.  Maximum of four pieces of assessment per 
semester. 
 
Excursions 
Field Trip:   Brisbane River / Fort Lytton, Queensland Museum / John Oxley Library. 
Cost: approx.  $10 per year. 
 
Subject Changes  
At the end of each semester. 
 
Careers or Courses  
Teaching, journalism, law, politics, travel and business management, police, sociology, psychology, public service, 
banking, real estate, retail, defence forces, public service, and the arts. 
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 STUDY OF SOCIETY 
 
 
Prerequisite  
Minimum consistent Sound Achievement in Year 9/10 Studies of Society and the Environment and English. 
 
 
Skills Necessary 
Comprehension of written/oral material.  Research using various sources including books, periodicals and the 
internet.  Express opinions written/oral, supported by using data and case examples.   
 
Overview  
Study of Society in the senior curriculum has the p otential to lead students to a broad understanding of the 
behaviour of individuals, groups and institutions w ithin societies and the interaction of these elemen ts in a 
society .  As well, it provides a sound basis from which future citizens may consider their role in society and possible 
solutions to social problems. 
 
The discipline base of Study of Society derives from the multiple perspectives provided by sociology, 
anthropology, social psychology and the sociology o f politics and the law . These are important areas of 
social and human study, which are otherwise unrepresented in the Queensland curriculum.  
 

Study Focus 
Semester 1  What Shapes The Individual?  

Study of how an individual relates to a group - (peers, family, small/large groups).  Theory 
of socialisation;  Adolescence  
 

Semester 2 How Do People View Social Behaviour? 
Investigating different cultural perceptions 
 

Semester 3 Who Gets What and Why?  
Looks at Social Class and socio-economic status, theories and indicators of these 
 

Semester 4 Investigating Social Issues:  
Investigation of the global refugee situation 
independent investigation 
 

 
Level of Difficulty  
Moderate to difficult, depending on individual skill level and ability. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Research, surveys, class discussion, analysis of written/visual material, internet, and video. 
 
Assessment   
Essay, survey, research assignment, case studies, and field trip reports.  Maximum of three pieces of assessment 
per semester. 
 
Excursions 
There are two excursions: (1) University Immersion Day, (2) Brisbane suburbs (approximately $15 each).  Field 
studies are an integral and interesting feature of this subject.   
 
Special Conditions  
Uniform must be worn on excursions. 
 
Subject Changes  
At the start of each new semester. 
 
Careers or Courses   
Teaching, childcare worker, retail, police, journalism, sociology, psychology, social work, forensic science, politics, 
law, public relations, real estate, business management. 
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TOURISM 
* Certificate course being investigated for 2009.  

 
 
Prerequisite  
Minimum Limited Achievement in Junior Study of Society and the Environment 
 
Skills Necessary  
Some reading/comprehension ability of both written and visual material. 
 
Content  
This course aims to ensure students are able to understand the scope and changing nature of the tourist industry.  
Students will see how the various facets of the tourist industry are organised, managed and controlled as well as 
study the impact of tourism on our environment, economy, culture and society. 
 
In particular, students will study: 
 
1 The Nature of Tourism 9 Careers 
2 Tourists – Who are they? 10 Interpersonal Skills 
3 Tourism in the Local Area 11 Customer Relations 
4 Impact of Tourism 12 Computers and Tourism 
5 Australian Destinations and Attractions 13 Tourism and Natural Environment 
6 Tour Guiding 14 Operating and Marketing a Tourism Business 
7 Tourism and the Developing World 15 The Work Environment 
8 Travel on a Budget   
 
 
Level of Difficulty 
Students with sound communication skills and an interest in tourism and hospitality are best suited. 
 
Teaching Strategies/Workload  
Activities are practically based, although there are some formal lessons.  Workload is relatively light. 
 
Assessment  
Practical exercises, field studies and short answer tests are the major forms of assessment.  No more than four 
pieces of assessment per semester 
 
Special Equipment and Cost  
Cost of field studies is approximately $15 to $40 per semester.  Field studies are mandatory. 
 
Subject Changes  
Can be entered at any time. 
 
 
Careers or Courses  
Tourism, hospitality and travel careers, air hostess, leisure industry.  TAFE and some private colleges conduct 
Tourism Certificate courses.  
 


